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December 2015  

The Epistle 
The Monthly Newsletter of Saint Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church, Carlisle, Pennsylvania 

Boldly Sharing God’s Word and Unconditional Love with All 

 
Christmas Eve Services—Thursday, December 24 

 

Please plan to join us as we celebrate the birth of out savior.  There will be 2 Christmas Eve services and each 
will be a service of traditional carols, preaching, communion, and candle lighting.    

7:00 p.m. — Shannon McCoy and Greg Henry will be providing prelude music  

11:00 p.m — Prelude music will be performed by the Senior Choir and St. Paul's Brass 



2 

 

Christian Education Opportunities at Saint Paul 
 
Sunday Morning Adult Class with Pastor Rob 
Some topics we are planning on studying include: Biblical understanding - traditional and contemporary - of 
gay and lesbian relationships, racism/ classism, ELCA vs. other Lutheran denominations, tele-evangelists, and 
others. The class meets in Stock Hall during the Sunday School hour.  
 

The Adult Hot Topics Class in Room 201 
The next few weeks studies will include,  How to Win Over Worry, Irregular People, Peace of Mind, and 
Conquering Resentment.”  Class meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in Room 201. 
 

The Augsburg Adult Class in Room 204 
This class is studying the different books of the Bible. 
 

Children’s Sunday School 
Sunday School for ages 2 to Grade 5 is  in room 213.  We welcome everyone to join us as we kick off a "Deep 
Blue" Adventure with the Bible!  Contact Lindsay Hough at musserhough@gmail.com or 717.448.6525 with 
questions. 
 

Tuesday Post-Prison Bible Study  - 6:30 p.m. 
The Post-Prison Ministry Bible Study  meets in Room 211 (across from the Nursery) every Tuesday evening 
at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Thursday Mid-Week Bible Study - 1:00 p.m. 
Pastor Rob leads a mid-week Bible Study on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in Room 201.  We take an in-depth look at 
the upcoming Sunday lessons - and sometimes the group even influences the sermon for that week.  
Everyone is welcome to join this Bible study. 

Worship and Fellowship Opportunities at Saint Paul 
 

Saturday - 5:15 p.m. - An informal, spoken service (no music).  This is a casual and comfortable service. 
 
Sunday - 8:00 a.m. - Traditional service with excellent music led by the pipe organ and the Senior Choir.  On 
festival days the music is led by the popular Saint Paul Brass Choir. 
 
Sunday - 9:30 a.m. - Coffee hour in the Welcome Center.  Come join us for some drink, a cookie or two, and 
some great fellowship. 
 
Sunday - 9:45 a.m. - Christian Education for all ages.  The adults have THREE classes running.  Come join us! 
 
Sunday - 10:45 a.m. - A contemporary and lively service of worship and praise, led by our Praise Band. 
 
Wednesday - 7:30 a.m. A short time of praising our Lord, hearing the Word, and participating in Eucharist. 
After worship we will have fellowship and breakfast together at a local restaurant.  
 
Wednesday - 6:00 p.m. - A brief devotional service held after our Wednesday evening community dinner. 
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Continued on page 4 

 

Jesus the Refugee 
 

It’s all in the news.  What are we to do about the refugee crisis?  Well 

first of all, the facts seem to be significantly different than the hysteria 

that is going on.  I encourage you to read the article on the following 

web site: http://bearingdrift.com/2015/11/18/myths-vs-facts-in-the-

syrian-refugee-issue/.  It was helpful to me in separating the facts from 

the fiction. 

 

But more important to us is – how are we to respond as Christians? 

 

In the Old Testament, God continually calls upon God’s people to care for widows, orphans, and the foreign-

ers (aliens).  “When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress the alien.  The alien who re-

sides with you shall be to you as the citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were al-

iens in the land of Egypt: I am the Lord your God.”  (Leviticus 19:33-34) 

 

God’s heart is still with the refugee, the foreigner, and the op-

pressed.  And let’s be clear – Jesus was a refugee.  As a baby, Jesus 

became a refuge when his family fled to Egypt to escape Herod (who 

had ordered the killing of all young boys in Bethlehem).  As an adult, 

he had no home and “no place to rest His head.”  He was eventually 

hunted down and killed because of his teaching and preaching – 

which included hospitality for all. 

 

Jesus understood how it felt to be an outsider, to live without the 

security of a home, and to be reliant on the hospitality of strangers.  He left his disciples – us – a very im-

portant commandment – “Love your neighbor as yourself.”  And Jesus did not limit the neighbor to just those 

living close by. 
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As Christians, we are called upon to respond as Christ would respond – without discrimination – in a way that 

is practical and compassionate. 

 

Remember God’s vision for us?  It is to “boldly share God’s Word and 

unconditional love with all.”  If we are to live that out, it must be more 

than just words.  It must be actions. 

 

How are we to “boldly go” and serve those in need?  How are we to help the refugees from Syria and all our 

neighbors around the world?  Ultimately, that must be in our actions. 

In Christ’s Name, 

 

Pastor Rob Moore 

Gifts for Strangers 
In keeping with Moses' message at the 10:45 am service on Nov.22, this is the season to give thanks for all 
God has done for you; As you contemplate the gift of grace and forgiveness that God has given us in Christ 
Jesus, please prayerfully consider making your priority gift-shopping this year for someone you don't know ... 
someone who is homeless or in a shelter, someone who is in a situation you wouldn't want to be in. Give 
thanks that you can afford to Christmas-shop and have transportation to be able to do so...then give 
graciously as Christ has already done for you.  
Make this a personal gift, something from your heart …and please attach a note telling why you chose it. 
Please leave any gifts in the church office marked as such; if you are interested in helping with the 
distribution on Christmas Day, please see Moses. 
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Thank You! 
 
I have personally known the generosity of the people of Saint Paul.  It 
has been shown to me once again with the response to our “We Are 
Family” stewardship campaign. 
 
To give you some comparisons, here are the pledged amounts from 
previous years: 
2012 - $284,222 
2013 - $252,190 
2014 - $342,206 
 

There was no stewardship campaign last year so 2014 is our most recent figure.  For 2016, you have 
pledged an estimate of giving at: 

2016 - $447, 880 
 
That is an amazing increase in pledged giving.  It tells me that you are not only thankful for all that God has 
given you and wish to return a portion of it, you are also supportive and excited about the ministry of Saint 
Paul and the exciting ways God is calling us to new things. 
 
A special thank you to all the leaders of the congregations who worked so hard to provide us the 
opportunity to pledge and give. 
 
In Christ’s Name, 

 

Pastor Rob Moore 

Advent Walking Tour of Carlisle Churches 
December 5, 2015 
1:00—3:00 p.m. 

Various churches in downtown Carlisle 
 

Mark your calendars to enjoy this fun and prayerful afternoon of prayer and song as we 
journey to  various churches to learn how each other celebrates Advent.   
 
12:45 p.m. meet at First United Church of Christ, 30 N. Pitt Street 
1:30 p.m. at Carlisle United Methodist Church, 45 S. West Street 
2:00 p.m. at First Lutheran, 100 E. High Street 
2:30 p.m. at First Presbyterian Church, 2A North Hanover Street 

 
Music ~Free Tote Bags ~ Church Advent Traditions ~ Refreshments 

 
Transportation will be provided for those who need it.   
For transportation if unable to walk, contact: 243-2512 or email oneucc@1stuccofcarlisle.org 
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“First Night Carlisle” 

Approaches Soon – Venue Manager Needed 
 

December 31 will be here before we know it, and that means St. Paul will once again be a venue for the 
annual “First Night Carlisle” New Year’s Eve Festivities. Karen Finkenbinder 
has been our venue manager for the past couple of years, but she is out of 
country for a work assignment until August of 2016. 
  
So I am looking for someone who is willing to donate their time that evening. I 
am no longer able to be on my feet for that length of time. I will do the 
advertising for the volunteers for that night and even make up the schedule 
for the volunteers.  I will work an early shift to get started. I am just not 
physically able to be here an entire evening, opening to closing. If you would 
be willing to do the venue manager job for St. Paul this New Year’s Eve, please 
contact me in the church office at 243-2319 ext. 202, or leave a message with 

the receptionist at ext. 201 or email me at: 
churchoffice@stpaulcarlisle.org 
Thank you, 
Patti Schuettler 

First Night Volunteers Needed 
If you would like to be one of our First Night volunteers on New Years Eve please see the sign-up sheets that 

will be available soon at the Welcome Center Desk and in the church office. Working a shift here at the 
church entitles you to a FREE First Night Button to attend all the First Night events. See Patti for any 

questions. 

Nativity Festival 

Be sure to mark Friday December 4, Saturday December 5, and Sunday December 6 on your calendar to 
gather your family, friends, relatives, and neighbors to come see the beautiful Creche/Nativity display in 
Stock Hall.  And remember, it’s FREE! 
 
We still have room for more nativities, so if you are planning on bringing some of your own for the display, 
pick up a form at the Welcome Desk.  Remember, no matter how old or how new, we’d love to have your 
nativities.   If possible, on an index card tell us something about your nativity. 
 
In addition to the nativity forms, there are signup sheets at the welcome desk for you to bring cookies and 
dates and times that you might be able to work.  
 
Remember these times and dates: 
 Set up: Thursday, December 3, 9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 
  Friday, December 4,  9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon   
 Show times:    Friday, December 4, 1:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.                                                                                   
  Saturday, December 5, 10:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.                                    
  Sunday, December 6, 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  
 Pick up Nativities:  Sunday, December 6, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
  Monday, December 7, 12:00 noon – 6:30 p.m. 
 
This year we have many new and interesting Nativities….even some from other countries.  We hope to see 
you there! 

mailto:churchoffice@stpaulcarlisle.org
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Poinsettia Order Form 

Once again poinsettias will be available for purchase to decorate the nave for Christmas. 

 

The price for this year is:   $8.50 each 

Please fill out the form below completely and return it to the office along with your payment, cash or 

check. 

The deadline is:   December 14th 

 

Quantity:_______flowers at $8.50 each  Total Amount$____________ 

 

Please check one: Paid Cash:$_________  Paid Check: #________ 

 

In Loving Memory of:_____________________________________________ 

 

 

In Honor of:____________________________________________________ 

 

 

In Thanksgiving for:______________________________________________ 

 

 

By:__________________________________________________________ 

Please check one: 

I intend to pick up my poinsettia after worship on Sunday December 27:___________ 

Please deliver my poinsettia to a homebound member:_______________________ 

(As always the Social Ministry Committee will need about 35 poinsettias to be delivered to the home-

bound after Christmas.) 
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In Lieu of a Poinsettia Order Form 

 

 In Lieu of a Poinsettia your donation will be sent to: 

 Lutheran Disaster Relief 

 

Please fill out the form below completely and return it to the office along with your payment, cash or check. 

 

The deadline is:   December 15th 

 

 Total Amount of Donation:  $____________    (Any amount you choose is fine.) 

 

My Envelope #____________ 

 

Please check one: Paid Cash: $_________  Paid Check: #________ 

 

In Loving Memory of: _____________________________________________ 

 

 

In Honor of: ___________________________________________________ 

 

 

In Thanksgiving for:______________________________________________ 

 

 

By:__________________________________________________________ 
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Women of the ELCA at St. Paul  
 

Patti Kistler, President – 486-7313 
 
Circle 1 will meet on Monday, Dec 7, at 9:30 a.m. in the Chapel at 
Thornwald Home.  We will serve light refreshments to the residents and 
also sing Christmas Carols. 

 

Circle 2 will meet on Thursday, Dec 10, at 1:30 p.m.  Gladys Cashman and 
Margie Thumma will hostess in the Community Room at 35 Eastgate Dr., 
Carlisle.  Nancy Miller will lead the lesson.  Plan to reveal the name of your 
Prayer Pal for this year and receive a new name for the coming year. 

 

Circle 3 will meet on Thursday, Dec 3, at 7:00 p.m. in the Parlor.  Karen Poe will lead the lesson.  

MAN TALK 

 
The Men of Saint Paul meet at 8:00 a.m. every second 
Saturday of the month at the Walnut Bottom Diner, 936 
Walnut Bottom Road, Carlisle.  Meetings are informal and we 
talk about  topics ranging from sports to gardening  to 
Carlisle’s home rule.  No reservations required. The next 
meeting is on Saturday,  December 12. 
 
Contact Joe Tomkiel at 717-440-3456 or  
joetomkiel@gmail.com for more information. 

Women of the ELCA fall retreat at Camp Hebron, October 31,2015: Carol Woods, Patti Schuettler, Patti 

Kistler, Miriam Kelly, Janet Doherty, Pastor Carol Bowman, Nancy Rea (Karen Poe's sister), Dee Dee Ne-

gley, Sandy Weibley, Karen Poe, Kate Lemmon.   
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Diakonia is about "constructing tables at which all people may sit."--Rodolfo Gaede Neto 
 
I had the privilege of attending the DOTAC (Diakonia of the Americas and Caribbean) meeting 
October 21-26. This meeting brings together the Word and Service ministers, Deacons, Home 
Missioners and Deaconesses from most of the mainline protestant churches in this 
hemisphere. Methodist, Presbyterian, Lutheran, and UCC churches from Canada, the US, 
Brazil and even Jamaica were represented! Did I mention that the meeting happened to take 
place in Porto Alegre, Brazil?  
 
The theme of the conference, From Crumbs to Whole Communion, was inspired by the story 

of the Syrophoenician woman in Mark 7.24-30. We talked a lot about those who are not at the table, but 
have to sit under it, settling for crumbs. We heard excellent lectures about highly academic topics such as 
globalization, colonialism and how the Church can confront these negative forces by lifting the voices of the 
powerless into the public arena.  
 
We visited a broad array of diaconal projects in the local region: homes for abused girls, organic farms, a 
recycling center, a variety of hospitals and medical clinics, an agency combatting domestic violence, a Ronald 
McDonald-like house for transplant patients and their families… so many wonderful ways to show love for 
neighbors. I attended Sunday worship at Comunidade Evangelica de Confissao Luterana Sao Lucas (which 
roughly translates from Portuguese as St. Luke Lutheran). 
 
After the conference ended, I travelled to Iguassu Falls and Rio de Janiero  with  group of fellow diaconal 
folk. The Falls reinforced for all of us that God has created many spectacular things and that we are charged 
with being good stewards of them. In Rio we visited the large statue of Christ, Cristo Redentor, that stands 
98 feet tall, atop a 2300 ft. mountain over the city. At that height, Jesus is shrouded in clouds much of the 
time, providing a true “mountaintop experience” … and leading to some silly Bible quoting and hymns 
amongst a group of church-y tourists ("now we see dimly as though through a veil....", "Open our eyes, Lord, 
we want to see Jesus"). When Jesus appeared fleetingly from the mist, there were cheers and shouts of joy 
from ALL the people gathered at the base of the statue … which was an unexpected bonus experience! 
We also visited the lovely Nossa Senhora da Penha Church, also situated on a hilltop. 
 
  But oddly enough, my favorite part of Rio was the “Favela Walking Tour” that my roommate and I went on 
the morning before we left. (http://www.favelawalkingtour.com.br/). A favela is a slum. Walking through it 
doesn’t sound like a very tourist-y thing to do… and that’s not at all what it was about. For me, the value of 
the experience was entirely captured in the person who led our tour, a young man named Edson, who grew 
up (and still lives) in the favela. His pride in his community and his hope for its potential was obvious … and 
contagious. Despite the visible poverty, you could tell that that was not the end of the story … God is up to 
something more there. 
 
The same reverberations are becoming obvious as the team that is working on “My Brother’s Keeper” moves 
forward in its work. As we tackle the tough issues of poverty and race relations, we hear from the leaders of 
the target community that the community needs to build its own solutions … which will always be more 
effective and sustainable. God is up to something here, too. I pray that we can set aside self-interest and let 
the Holy Spirit work!                                                                

Holly Hoffman, Diaconal Minister 

http://www.favelawalkingtour.com.br/
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From the Rimmers in Senegal 
 
November, 2015 
Greetings in the name of Christ, to you, our Global Mission partners and sponsors. 
 
Here in Senegal, greetings are perhaps the most important social interaction. The care with which 
you greet someone shows that you respect them, and that you honor them as a fellow child of God. 
The greetings are highly ritualized, and well-rehearsed. However, rather than being rote, your ability 
to participate in these ritualized greetings reveals the depth of your appreciation to be with them at 
that moment. I have always loved the experience of these warm greetings, and the repetition of 
peace, or “Jamm” in Wolof. However, there was always one response that puzzled me. 
 
When asked about life, the response is, “Mangi fi,” which means, “I am here.” At the debut of our life and 
ministry in Senegal, I always thought, that seems a bit truncated. There is so much to say about life, and it 
always felt so understated to simply reply, “Well, I’m here.” I always wanted to say more. But trying to be a 
good missionary, I trained myself to reply simply and respectfully, “Mangi fi.” “I am here.” 
 
Well friends, after our medical evacuation to the US, Natalie’s battle with cancer, the struggle to 
come to terms with suffering, a life turned upside down for a long season, and the miracle that is 
healing, we have returned to our life and ministry in Senegal. Each time that we reconnect with 
parishes, ministries and friends, we start with that familiar ritual greeting, “Mangi fi.” “I’m here.” 
But now I understand that this is no understatement. This is no truncated response. I appreciate now 
the depth of this simple Wolof phrase, “Mangi fi.” Because thanks be to God, we are here. 
 
Thanks be to God for Natalie’s health that makes it all possible to be here. Thanks be to God for 
your care, support, and prayers that contributed to our season of healing. Thanks be to God for your 
partnership in our Global Mission that helps make this ministry in Senegal possible. Because simply 
being here allows everything else to be possible. Being here embodies the communion of the global 
Church. Being here forms relationships in which the Holy Spirit can inspire and enliven a ministry. Being 
here incarnates solidarity in a radical way that gives comfort and the hope of the Gospel. And at its most 
basic level, just being here is the heart of the Gospel. 
 
Presence is the core of the Gospel that Jesus came to proclaim. “The Kingdom of God has come near.” If he 
spoke Wolof, he would have said “Mungi fi!” It was the greeting of the Angels at his incarnation, Emmanuel, 
God is with us. It is the climax of Revelation, God is here to dwell among creation. It is 
the simple heart of the Theology of the Cross, our Lutheran witness – God came, Mungi fi, He is here. 
Far from being understated, that simple news of God’s presence is the beginning of new life. And for 
our family, simply being here is the beginning of new life.  
 
There is much to share about life in the three months since we have returned. Natalie has begun teaching. 
While her convalescence continues, she gains more strength and energy (and hair!) each day. The boys have 
returned to their school and friends, the tastes of Senegalese food, and of course the warmth of the 
Senegalese sun. And gladly, we have continued serving in the Lutheran Church of Senegal.  
 
At the end of October, we traveled to the parish of Diop-Ndofenne to share in the weekend long 
Reformation Festival. And what a festival it was! I led a short course on Lutheranism, and we talked about 
our Lutheran identity here in Senegal. The choirs of the Lutheran Parish and the Roman Catholic Parish held a 

Continued on page 12 
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unity concert Saturday night. Sunday saw a worship centered on the theme of the Reformation. We sang, we 
communed, we prayed, and of course, we ate. We are making plans to continue the formation and 
conversation about Lutheran identity here in Senegal in anticipation of the 500th Anniversary of the 
Reformation in 2017.  
 
Perhaps the greatest announcement is that we have now opened our seminary, l’Institute de la Théologie 
Luthérienne du Sénégal (the Lutheran Institute of Theology in Senegal)! We have begun 
with six students, one woman and five men, who are being formed as theologians and leaders of the 
church. We opened the three year program, with a great fête. We invited the leaders of the Lutheran 
Church of Senegal, and the Lutheran Services for the Development of Senegal (SLDS). We 
encouraged our students, prayed for one another, and began the year by sharing Holy Communion. I 
began their formation with a month long course in Systematic Theology, and trust me, that is an uphill climb. 
But these students are so eager and overjoyed to be engaged in their theological studies for the sake of their 
church that they are doing everything to rise to every challenge.  
 
For some, it is the first time they have used a computer. For most, it is the first time to have access to 
theological material outside of the Bible. For all of them, it is exciting. And for me, it is a pure joy. Equipping 
leaders through an active pedagogy, with the tools to deepen their theological understanding of the Gospel 
and grow their capacity to lead the church in their context is challenging. But it is life giving. Among the 
stories of our learning, praying, forming and teaching, I want to share one quote that sums it up. After a 
particularly in depth exploration of Trinitarian Theology, I paused to gauge the reception (and the spirit) of 
the group. One student named Michel breathed deeply, then said, “Well, Pastor…I now understand how the 
concept of the Trinity can help me teach about God’s love in my context. What once seemed far off now 
seems really close.” I thanked Michel and we prayed, because with that good news, the course was over. 
The love of God is really close. The Trinity is here. Mungi fi. 
 
 
We want you to know that it is the ELCA’s commitment to being here that helps realize the closeness 
of God through theological education and so many other ministries. Because of your participation in 
ELCA Global Church Sponsorship, “Nungi fi,” “We are here.” Through our partnership, “Yangi fi,” 
“You are here.” And it is through our ministry of presence with the Lutheran Church of Senegal that 
we embody the solidarity and communion of God’s love that is here. So, on behalf of the Lutheran 
Church of Senegal, and particularly her theological students, we thank you. For your continued 
prayers for Natalie’s health and your support of our family, we thank you.   
 
Finally, we rejoice in saying simply and profoundly, “Mangi fi.” We look forward to speaking these words to 
many of you next summer on our Home Mission Assignment. But before then, never underestimate the 
power of greeting each other with the highly ritualized and deeply meaningful words of our Christian 
tradition, because they realize the hope of life giving communion. May the grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all! And give thanks to God each time that 
you are simply there to say them to one another.  
 
la Paix du Christ soit avec vous, 
Pastor Chad, Natalie, Paul Michael and Luke Rimmer 
 
p.s.: Between our quarterly newsletters, you can continue to follow us more regularly on Facebook as we 
post updates and photos, or through ourblogs on our family’s website, www.therimmers.squarespace.com 
Thanks again, friends. 
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We strive to be our best as by: 
 Growing spiritually as disciples of Jesus. 
 Welcoming and accepting people where 

they are. 
 Giving generously to be a part of God’s work. 
 Caring genuinely for one another with the 

love of Christ. 
 Serving joyfully as Jesus’ hands and feet in 

the world. 
 Inviting others to join with us in the body of 

Christ. 

New Dinner Groups  
for 2016 

New “Dinner Groups” will be forming for 2016.  The groups consist of 6 to 
8 people, who usually meet at each other’s homes. And they decide the 
menu that month.  They may also decide to go out sometimes.  If you’re 
already in a group you will automatically be in the 2016 groups.  
 

If you would like to be added to the groups, or if you cannot join us this 
year, please contact Gladys Cashman as soon as possible at 385-9755 or 
gladysj307@comcast.net 

Dickinson Students Support “Stop Hunger Now”  
Stop Hunger now is driven by the vision of a world without hunger. Their mission is to end hunger in our  
lifetime by providing food and life changing aid to the world’s most vulnerable and creating a global commit-
ment to mobilize the necessary  resources. They have provided over 180 million meals in 65 countries since 
1998 and this year alone they will package 45 million meals, and ship over $9 million in donated aid. It only 
costs $0.29 cents for each meal packaged, and on Saturday, November 14th, in just shy of 2 hours, Dickinson 
students packaged over 10,000 meals!  
 
Dickinson students from the Center for Service, Spiritual and Social Justice are collecting money to cover the 
$3,000 cost to pack that many meals. These meals will be distributed through feeding  programs in develop-
ing countries that promote education, encourage children to attend school, improve students’ health and 
nutrition, address gender inequalities, stimulate economic growth, fight child labor, and are part of the 
movement to address global issues.  
 
On Sunday, December 6th Dickinson students will join us for a Temple Talk about this very important pro-
ject, and they will be available after both worship services in the Welcome Center to accept donations to 
help defray some of the $3,000 cost to pack those 10,000 meals.  
 

What a great way to give thanks for all that we have at this time of year! 
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WINTER YOUTH RETREAT at Kirchenwald 
January 8-10, 2016 

Enjoy Kirchenwald in the Winter! Play broom hockey and other games on the frozen 
pond. Have fun sledding, playing snow soccer and other winter games. Creative Bible 
studies and worship experiences led by our summer camp counselors are an important 
part of this retreat. Meet new friends and catch up with your summer camp friends. 
Other indoor and outdoor activities may be included, as the weather dictates. 
 
For youth in grades 3 through 9 
$135.00 

 

WINTER FUN DAY at Kirchenwald 
Sunday, January 24, 1:00-6:00 p.m. 
Sunday, February 7, 1:00-6:00 p.m. 

 
Bring your family or youth group and enjoy an afternoon on Kirchenwald's award-winning 
toboggan run, ice-skating on the lake, or drinking hot chocolate in the lodge. 
 
Free will offering accepted. Please RSVP by calling 717-677-8211. 
 
 
 

CHICKEN & WAFFLES at Nawakwa 
Sunday, January 24, 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

 
Spend a Sunday at camp with a delicious home-made chicken and waffles dinner. Bring 
your sleds (if there's snow) to work off the calories, as if camp food actually has calories! 
 
Free will offering accepted. Please RSVP by email or call 717-677-8211. 

https://www.lutherancamping.org/contact/?e=rsvp
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The winter season is almost upon us, and that 
means we never know what bad weather old man 
winter will send our way.  That also means that 
our weekly attendance can vary greatly 
depending on that potential bad weather. 
Offerings may decrease, but the expenses do not, 
they remain the same, or increase due to the 
snowplowing, shoveling and ice melt needed to 
keep our doors open. 
 
One easy and effective solution to this problem is 
the Simply Giving Program of electronic funds 
transfer, endorsed by the Thrivent Federal Credit 
Union.  This is one way of insuring the weekly 
offerings are more consistent year-round, and 
you don’t have to worry about making up what 
you missed while you were away.  No more 
writing a check every week.  
 
You still can use your special envelopes as they 
show up in your packets.  (If you’re concerned 
about not having something to put in the offering 
plate each week, we also have a supply of papers 
that say, “I give electronically” that you can use if 
you would like to, but it isn’t necessary.) 
 
You may choose to use your checking account, 
savings account or a credit card.  You choose 
whether you would like your offering to be 
deducted weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly on the 
1st or the 15th of the month, and of course you 
choose the amount you wish to contribute.  There 
is a very simple form to fill out in the church 
office, and you can change your contribution or 
account or frequency at any time very easily.   
 
Just stop by the church office and ask for the 
authorization form for Simply Giving.   
If you have any questions, Patti will be happy to 
answer them for you.  

Deadline for January 
Epistle Articles 

 
The deadline for the December Epistle is 
December 19th.  All articles can be emailed to 
lorrainemoore116@gmail.com  

 
 
 

Facility Use Application Forms 
 
Facility Use Application forms are available at the 
left side of the hallway mailboxes.  A form needs 
to be completed for any groups planning to use 
any part of the 
building. You will 
need to contact Bill 
Hemminger, 
Operations 
Manager, to 
reserve a room.  The completed Facility Use 
Application should be given to Mr. Hemminger or 
dropped off at the church office.  You can contact 
Mr. Hemminger at 
billhemminger@centurylink.net. 

Maintenance Report Forms 
 

Maintenance Report Forms are found at the left 
side of the hallway mailboxes.  Please complete a 
form if you notice any issues with the building or 
grounds.  Please return the 
completed form to Bill 
Hemminger, Operations 
Manager.  
 
 
Completed forms may be 
placed in his mailbox in the 
hallway or the office.  
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If you would like the opportunity to serve as a worship assistant, the following is a list of those opportunities 
and the person to contact:    
 
Acolyte / Crucifer:  Cynthia Christenson  - 891-3814 
 
Lector:    Karen Poe   - 919-7994 
 
Wine Distribution Asst.: Mary Ann Ernst  - 245-0879 
 
Communion Cup Asst:  Lester Thumma  - 249-1140 
(cup pick up)  
 
Communion Helpers:  Lisa Adams   - 249-3282 
(cup washers) 
 
Ushers:   Steve McQuillen  - 385-4688 
 
Greeters:   Larry & Avonne Clapsadl - 737-3108 
 
Altar Set-up & Linens: Lisa Adams   - 249-3282 
 
Altar Flower Delivery: Miriam Kelly   - 243-2635 
 
Welcome Desk Attendant: Carol Woods   - 903-6019 

You Can Reach Us Electronically!! 
 

 
Email Address: 
churchoffice@stpaulcarlisle.org 
pastorrobmoore@stpaulcarlisle.org 
 
Web Site 
www.stpaulcarlisle.org 
 
Facebook Page 
www.facebook.com/stpaulcarlisle 

 
Twitter 

www.twitter.com/stpaulcarlisle 

Toiletry Items Needs 

Ongoing donations of toiletry items are 

needed for our Wednesday evening 

community - toothbrushes, toothpaste, 

soap, etc. These items are distributed once a 

month.   

Please bring donations to the designated 

box in the church office. 
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Ministry:   Contact(s)  Telephone Email 

 

Apartment Ministry  Jimmie George 717-243-5463  rosaliergeorge@comcast.net 

Bethany Guild   Barbara Woods 717-386-3456  homeforlife@hotmail.com  

Carlisle Cares   Pat Fry   717-258-8550  

    Sheila Thesen  717-713-6163  srt3755@comcast.net   

Digital Message Board Sherman Hendrix 717-432-8276  shermhend@comcast.net  

Endowment Fund  Sherman Hendrix 717-432-8276  shermhend@comcast.net 

Funeral Greeters  Betsy Rowe  717-241-6769  gramrowe8@gmail.com  

Green Team   John Kulik  717-319-6002  joviku@aol.com  

Memorial Fund  Brian Nelson  717-486-4147  ringonelso4@embarqmail.com 

Mutual Ministry  Wes James  717-243-6105  wesjames98@yahoo.com 

Peanut Butter Eggs  Diana Shughart 717-580-8512 

Post –Prison Bible Study William Shearer 717-576-8101  wshearer@homesale.com 

Prayer Group   Esther Goodyear 717-243-5565     

    Miriam Kelly  717-243-2635 

Prayer Shawl Ministry Pat Tack  717-486-7967  dblt53@embarqmail.com 

Project Share   Lester Thumma 717-249-1140 

Quilters   Alice Walsh  717-243-2881  akwalsh@embarqmail.com 

  

WAY Mentoring Program Holly Hoffman  240-357-1709  hollymom@earthlink.net 

Website Team   Stephanie Douglas 717-249-7806  Stephanie@pa.net 

    Bob Wild  717-486-7693  prwild@embarqmail.com 

    Lissy Weirich  717-243-0400  lweirich@pa.net 

    Greg Guenther 717-713-5863  glguenther18@gmail.com 

Wedding Coordinator  Carolyn Cline  717-249-3373  geline210@comcast.net 

Wednesday Night 

       Community Dinner Barbara Woods 717-386-3456  homeforlife@hotmail.com  

Women of the ELCA  Patti Kistler, President 717-486-7313  kistler1128@earthlink.net 

 Circle 1   Judy Gross  717-243-4507  

    Kate Lemmon  717-249-8434  blemmon855@comcast.net 

 Circle 2   Joyce James  717-243-6105  wesjames98@yahoo.com 

    Miriam Kelly  717-243-2635  

 Circle 3   Karen Poe  717-919-7994  poehait@aol.com 

Worship Assistant Schedule Patti Schuettler 717-243-2319  churchoffice@stpaulcarlisle.org 

THE EPISTLE   Lorraine Moore 832-423-8646  lorrainemoore116@gmail.com 

Persons of Contact for Ministries 
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Lead Pastor 
The Rev. Robert Moore 
717-243-2319, ext. 205 
pastorrobmoore@stpaulcarlisle.org 

Congregation Council Members 
John Kulik                                   Council President 
717-319-6002 
joviku@aol.com 

Diaconal Minister  
Dr. Holly Hoffman 
240-357-1709 
hollymom@earthlink.net 

Barbara Woods                           Council Vice-President 
717-386-3456 
homeforlife@hotmail.com 

Director of Music/Organist & Operations Manager 
G. William Hemminger, III 
717-243-3219 
billhemminger@centurylink.net 

Carol Woods                                 Council Secretary 
717-903-6019 
bc_woods@comcast.net 

Young Adult Coordinators 
Greg & Laura Guenther 
717-713-5863 
glguentaher18@gmail.com 

Sherman Hendrix                Current Account Treasurer 
717-432-8276 
shermhend@comcast.net 

Youth and Family Minister 
Moses Robson-Kavishe 
717-585-8636 
mosesrobson@yahoo.com 

Joe Tomkiel                     Benevolent Account Treasurer 
717-440-3456 
joetomkiel@comcast.net 

Administrative Assistant 
Patti Schuettler 
717-243-2319, ext. 202 
churchoffice@stpaulcarlisle.org 

David Boyles                                  Christian Education 
717-503-8023 
belaz@aol.com 

Building & Grounds 
Donald Eppley 
717-243-2319 

Amanda James                   Fellowship Committee Chair 
717-961-0463 
amandarjames@icloud.com 

Missionary 
The Rev. Chad and Natalie Rimmer 
www.therimmers.org 

Carl Gustafson                        Finance Committee Chair 
717-243-1876 
swedefinn@aol.com 

Presiding Bishop of the ELCA 
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 

William Suchocki                          Property Committee 
717-805-2746 
wsuhocki.william@aol.com 

Bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod  
The Rev. James S. Dunlop 

Jackie Gusler                                     Social Ministry 
717-241-5325 
gmg214@comcast.net 

Companion Synod 
The Rev. Dr. Israel-Peter Mwakyolile 
Konde Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran  
Church in Tanzania 

Steve Lindberg                                  Stewardship 
717-241-2623 
lindbers@comcast.net 

Mission Partner Congregation 
Christ Lutheran Church, Harrisburg 
The Rev. Jody Silliker 
717-236-8382 

Holly Cleck                              Witness & Outreach Chair 
717-243-8395 
hcleck@gmail.com 

St. Paul Web Site 
www.stpaulcarlisle.org 

Dana Shughart-Gelinas          Worship & Music 
717-776-6778 
dshuggel@comcast.net 

 Beth Leonard                           Youth Representative 
717-386-2470 
bethleonard875@yahoo.com 


