October 2015

The Epistle
The Monthly Newsletter of Saint Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church, Carlisle, Pennsylvania

Boldly Sharing God’s Word and Unconditional Love with All

Worship and Fellowship Opportunities at Saint Paul:
Saturday - 5:15 p.m. - An informal, spoken service (no music). This is a casual and comfortable service.
Sunday - 8:00 a.m. - Traditional service with excellent music led by the pipe organ and the Senior Choir. On
festival days the music is led by the popular Saint Paul Brass Choir.
Sunday - 9:30 a.m. - Coffee hour in the Welcome Center.
Come join us for some drink, a cookie or two, and some great
fellowship.
Sunday - 9:45 a.m. - Christian Education for all ages. The
adults have THREE classes running. Come join us!

Sunday - 10:45 a.m. - A contemporary and lively service of
worship and praise, led by our Praise Band.
Wednesday - 7:30 a.m. A short time of praising our Lord, hearing the Word, and participating in Eucharist.
After worship we will have fellowship and breakfast together at a local restaurant.
Wednesday - 6:00 p.m. - A brief devotional service held after our Wednesday evening community dinner.
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Christian Education
Opportunities
at Saint Paul
Sunday School Classes - 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Adult Class with Pastor Rob
Some topics we are planning on studying include: Biblical understanding - traditional and contemporary - of
gay and lesbian relationships, racism/ classism, ELCA vs. other Lutheran denominations, tele-evangelists, and
others. The class meets in Stock Hall during the Sunday School hour.

The Adult Hot Topics Class in Room 201
The next few weeks studies will include, “The Bible,” “Not My Fault,” “Changing Directions, “ Your Dash and
Conquering Resentment.” Class meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in Room 201.

The Augsburg Adult Class in Room 204
This class is studying the different books of the Bible.

Children’s Sunday School
Sunday School for ages 2 to Grade 5 is in room 213. We welcome everyone to join us as we kick off a "Deep
Blue" Adventure with the Bible! Contact Lindsay Hough at musserhough@gmail.com or 717.448.6525 with
questions.

Tuesday Post-Prison Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.
The Post-Prison Ministry Bible Study meets in Room 211 (across from the Nursery) every Tuesday evening
at 6:30 p.m.

Thursday Mid-Week Bible Study - 1:00 p.m.
Pastor Rob leads a mid-week Bible Study on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in Room 201. We take an in-depth look at
the upcoming Sunday lessons - and sometimes the group even influences the sermon for that week.
Everyone is welcome to join this Bible study.
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It’s Been Happening!
Anyone who has been to our congregation over the last year has heard me say on
multiple times: the absolute best way to grow our congregation is for our members
to bring someone to worship with them. Not just invite them - bring them.
And you know what?? It’s been happening! I’m beginning to hear stories about how some of you have
invited people and they have said yes. It might be while working out in the garden at the church and talking
with someone who was walking by. It might have been someone you have known for years - someone who is
searching for something in their life - and you tell them about the importance of your faith and how it is
nurtured at Saint Paul.
In the book “The Inviting Church,” the author states that visitors come
to church for the following reasons:
2% by Advertisement
6% by the Pastoral Invitation
6% by organized evangelism campaign
86% by friends or relatives
The author was asked if, in his research, if he found one specific reason
that visitors come to church. He did. And he called it:

The Friendship Factor
This is how he summed it up: “We’ve asked more than 50,000 people
over the last 10 years why they came to church, and between 75 and 90 percent of respondents say, ‘I began
attending because someone invited me.’”
But here is the other important statistic: 98% of Christians have never invited a friend to worship!

Wow!
Let’s change that at Saint Paul. Let’s be not only a welcoming church - let’s be an
inviting church. Over 50% of the people in Carlisle are unchurched - with no church
affiliation. Jesus said to his disciples: “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few.”
Well, we are growing laborers because we are growing disciples.

Continued on page 4
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Think about it. You know a friend, a neighbor, a co-worker, or a relative whose faith could be enriched by
being a part of our Saint Paul family.
There are people in your current circle of relationships
who are gasping for one breath of Christ – and you are
it. So go. Go and “boldly share God’s Word and
unconditional love with all.”
In Christ’s Name,

Pastor Rob Moore

St. Paul’s Animal Blessing
October 4, 2015 at 2PM
The service will be held out in the side parking lot
weather permitting, or in Stock Hall in case of rain.
All animals great or small are welcome at this
service. All animals must be on leashes or in cages
so we have harmony among the ranks. Each animal
will receive an individual blessing. If you have any
questions call the church office at 243-2319 or
Holly at 243-8395

We strive to be our best as by:
 Growing spiritually as disciples of Jesus.
 Welcoming and accepting people where
they are.
 Giving generously to be a part of God’s work.
 Caring genuinely for one another with the
love of Christ.
 Serving joyfully as Jesus’ hands and feet in
the world.
 Inviting others to join with us in the body of
Christ.
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Get Acquainted with Our New Members

Margot Pringle has been worshipping regularly at St. Paul and then July 12, 2015 she
became a member of the St. Paul Community of Saints.
Margot went to Georgia University and earned an Associate Degree in Dental Hygiene.
She speaks Spanish and is efficient in Sign Language (“Girl” also understands both).
Having been diagnosed with Nerve Deafness and Blindness in one eye, she acquired her companion service
dog “Girl” who also has been worshipping with Margot.
She is multi-talented: paints in acrylics, knits scarfs for the homeless, etc (her preference is smooth soft
mohair or acrylic yarn-will accept donations if you have any laying around). Margo loves to cook and bake
and is extremely fond of animals and children.

Don Thomas has been participating in the activities of St. Paul for years; however, July 12,
2015 he became a member of the St. Paul Community of Saints.
He has been happily married to Emily for 42 years and they have three children and 6
grandchildren. Oh how they love being grandparents!
Don worked for Syntec as a Transportation Manager for over 47 years and is now a retiree
working in his vegetable garden and planning on doing some traveling….Europe here they
come!

A big welcome as Maren Alexis-Tomkiel became an active member of the St. Paul
community of Saints on July 12, 2015.
Maren grew up in the Pittsburgh area. She was a teacher and taught 5 years in
Mexico. She is bilingual. Maren was a Lutheran Pastor in the Pittsburgh area until she
married Joe. Joe and Maren met at Camp Nawakwa elder camp.
Maren enjoys reading, counted cross stitch, and other crafts. She and Joe also enjoy
cooking together.
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You may have read (or heard me mention) Robert Lupton’s book, Toxic Charity. Mr. Lupton
has written its sequel, Charity Detox, which takes the next step. The discussion moves from
recognizing “feel good”, self-serving (as opposed to other-serving) charity to exploreing what
charity that “does it right” looks like. He gives us the basics for how we can construct charity
that is truly helpful to our “neighbors”. The guidance he offers in this book is especially
important as St. Paul creates a budget and as we create new ministries to fulfill our vision and
guiding principles. I feel that I’m on pretty safe ground stating that none of us who volunteers
time to any sort of charity would want to trade places with the people we’re serving. So our
goal should be to lift them out of the situations they’re in, to permanently better their lives rather than
destroy dignity and create dependency.
If you haven’t read Toxic Charity, it can be summed up by the statement that we often create charities that
hurt the very people they’re intended to help. Our charities often unintentionally rob people of dignity, stifle
initiative, and create unhealthy dependency, instead creating a sense of entitlement. We unwittingly create
an “us serving over them” mentality instead of the mentality God would like us to have: children of God
serving together. Lupton differentiates between meeting crisis need (such as political and natural disasters)
and chronic need. “Responsible charity … engages not only the heart, but the mind… in times of crisis an
emergency intervention is required …food, water, shelter and medical supplies are essential to save lives. But
when the bleeding has stopped … crisis intervention must shift to a strategy of development.” Lupton states
that it is much easier to get people to volunteer time and money to crisis charity. When the harder work of
actually freeing people from fear, poverty and oppression is involved, the response needed is “admittedly
much more complex and time-consuming and requires far more personal involvement in the lives of those
we serve.”
Lupton doesn’t recite a script for the “perfect” charity. Instead, he gives examples of charities that have
shown results of the sort that Jesus meant when he directed us to “love our neighbors as ourselves.” He feels
that a two-pronged approach is necessary… economic improvement (spell that “decent jobs”) and
community development. He uses KARM (the Knoxville Area Rescue Mission, where our youth did service en
route to the 2012 Youth Gathering) as one example and cites their motto: “Everyone has some God-given
capacity to help self and others.” Meals are prepared by residents. Clean up of both dining and sleeping
areas is done by residents. Counseling and classes that help residents re-enter the job and housing market
are offered, and attendance is expected. Recipients of shelter work together with volunteers to make sure
everything gets done. Dignity is preserved and dependency/entitlement are avoided.
Our Young Adult &Young Family leaders and I are exploring partnership with MY BROTHER’S KEEPER, a
Borough of Carlisle Initiative aimed at doing exactly what Lupton suggests: utilizing the gifts and skills of both
for-profit businesses and non-profit organizations to improve employment and create healthier community
in the most poverty-stricken part of Carlisle… which happens to be right where St. Paul is located. The people
of the target community are truly our neighbors! Maybe God is calling not just the young adults and young
families, but the entire congregation to join this partnership and offer their energy, time and talents. You will
definitely be hearing more about this as we become more involved with this initiative. Start praying now
about how God might use you in this effort.
As I think about it, Lupton’s suggestions start to sound a lot like the early Christian community described in
Acts 2:44-47: All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and
possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.
They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the
favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

Holly Hoffman, Diaconal Minister
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October is Social Ministry Month
October 3-4: Blanket Sunday - donated blankets (or funds to purchase blankets) are
given to Carlisle Cares
October 10-11: Harvest Home - Funds collected this week is given to Project Share
October 17-18: World Hunger - Funds collected this week is given to ELCA World
Hunger.
October 24-25: Domestic Violence - Funds collected this week is given to our local Domestic Violence
Agency. You will be given a blue envelope to use for this collection.

Council Highlights


Full reports and minutes of the meeting are in the church office. These documents may be accessed by
any member.
 Pastor Moore discussed a Stepping Stones Program to support new parents.


The Pet Blessing will be on October 4th.



The Stewardship Campaign has begun.

“A Billion People in the Shadows”
Please put November 8, 2015 on your calendars to attend Coffee Hour
In Stock Hall
Doug McCullough* who suffers with a form of muscular dystrophy will share with us what it means to be
physically handicapped and what you and I can do to make the mentally or physically handicapped person
feel more comfortable and loved.
This will be something that all of us should want to hear as we encounter those in need everyday as we
work, play and worship.
*Doug is the grand-son of Doris Cocklin. His bio is below.

Doug McCullough is a Senior Manager in Global Supply Chain Reliability for Johnson & Johnson’s pharmaceutical division Janssen. In this role, he is responsible for leading global project teams to proactively address
issues that compromise our ability to fulfill customer demand. He has been with J&J fifteen years since receiving his MBA from Duke. His first twelve years were in the Consumer division where he had roles of increasing responsibility in Planning, Project Management, and Purchasing.
Doug grew up on a dairy farm in south central Pennsylvania and prior to J&J worked in the dairy industry as a
farmer, faculty member at the University of Wisconsin, and consultant for a start-up agriculture lending financial services company. He has a B.S. degree in Dairy Science from Virginia Tech where he was named Outstanding Dairy Science Student in the nation and has a M.S. degree from the University of Florida in Dairy
Management/Operations Research.
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God’s Vision for Saint Paul is to:

“Boldly Share God’s Word and
Unconditional Love with All.”
We believe that God has not only CALLS us to
this ministry but EQUIPS AND GIFTS each and
every one of us to answer that call. Join us as
we BOLDLY move into the future!

Women of the ELCA at St. Paul
Patti Kistler, President – 486-7313
Several of our members will be attending the Fall Retreat at Camp Hebron on October 31. Pastor Carol
Bowman will be the guest speaker.
Circle 1 will meet on Monday, October 5, at 9:30 a.m. in the
welcome center. Hostesses will be Joanne Hockenberry and
Janey Lundy. Kate Lemmon will lead the lesson.
Circle 2 will meet on Thursday, October 8, at 1:30 p.m. Miriam
Kelly will lead the lesson and Joyce James will host in her home at
201 Shatto Drive, Carlisle. Please bring your Bible.
Circle 3 will meet on Thursday, October 1, at 7:00 p.m. in the parlor. Lissy Weirich will lead the lesson.

MAN TALK—August 8
The Men of Saint Paul meet at 8:00 a.m. every second
Saturday of the month at the Walnut Bottom Diner, 936
Walnut Bottom Road, Carlisle. Meetings are informal and we
talk about topics ranging from sports to gardening to
Carlisle’s home rule. No reservations required. The next
meeting is on Saturday, August 8.
Contact Joe Tomkiel at 717-440-3456 or
joetomkiel@gmail.com for more information.
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A Peanut Butter Egg Ministry Recipient

We are a church that is a catalyst, convener and, bridge builder. Lutheran Disaster Response collaborates
with other disaster response organizations and religious entities in the United States and around the world.
This enables the greatest stewardship of resources and maximum impact of response. We are a welcome
partner because we respect the perspectives and strengths of others.
We recognize that every disaster is local. Because of this, we believe every response needs to be rooted in
the community; we work to accompany that community from immediate relief through long-term recovery.
In our international work we partner closely with companion churches and other Lutheran and ecumenical
relief agencies to make sure local needs are being addressed and met. In the United States, we work through
our extensive affiliate network and other partners to address these same concerns.
Lutheran Disaster Response strives to help the church continue to be church in the midst of disaster —
following Christ’s call to bring hope and healing to our neighbor in need. Some key areas of work include:
Providing emotional and spiritual care for people who have been affected by a disaster and for leaders
who respond to a disaster
Coordinating volunteers through our local affiliates
Assisting refugees in a holistic way by meeting the varied needs of the community
Promoting disaster risk-reduction by helping communities build their assets thereby reducing the effects
of likely disasters
Providing long-term recovery efforts by addressing the unmet needs months or even years after a
disaster strikes

DID YOU KNOW…… That all your donations to Lutheran Disaster Response go directly to the disaster
you designate? The operating expenses are already paid by the national church body - the Evangelical
Lutheran Church of America, and other Lutheran churches (Lutheran Church Missouri Synod is one).
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BOOK STUDY RETREAT at Nawakwa
October 6-8
A Book Study Retreat on the book: Stones from the River by Ursula Hegi
Registration fee of $135 per person. Retreat led by Sister Marianne Brock.
All meals are included in the price and served at the Dining Hall. This mid-week retreat begins
Tuesday morning and ends with lunch on Thursday.

FALL FOLIAGE DAY at Kirchenwald & Nawakwa
Sunday, October 18, 1:00-6:00 p.m.
Return to camp for the afternoon to enjoy fall activities, worship, and a picnic
supper. This is a wonderful opportunity to meet up with old friends or introduce
new folks to camp. An evening meal is included. Please register by October 2.
Registration Fee: $7 per person

KIRCHENGOLF RETREAT at Kirchenwald
October 24-25
Hit the links in an overnight retreat at three local courses. Golfers of all levels are
welcome in this time of fun, fellowship, and spiritual retreat. Sign up as a
foursome, or meet your team when you arrive. $190 includes up to two
overnights, three meals, and all rounds of golf.

ANNUAL QUILT & CRAFT AUCTION at Nawakwa
November 1, 2:00 p.m.
Join us for this year's Live Quilt Auction and Silent Auction of hand-crafted items Sunday,
November 1, at Nawakwa. This fun-filled afternoon of bidding raises money for the LCC
Endowment Fund, which helps to financially sustain our fine ministry activities. In
addition to the auctions, the afternoon is a great time to renew camp friendships, enjoy
demonstrations, walk around camp, and eat dinner.
Please help us make this year's event a success by donating an item to be auctioned, and
join us on November 1.
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Deadline for November
Epistle Articles
The deadline for the November Epistle is October
19th. All articles can be emailed to
lorrainemoore116@gmail.com

Do you want a quick and easy solution to the
problem of remembering to write a check every
week consistently for your offerings even if you
can’t make it to church? The answer is the
Simply Giving Program of electronic funds
transfer, endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit
Union. This is a great way of insuring that the
weekly offerings are more consistent yearround, no matter what season it is, and no more
writing checks every week.

Facility Use Application Forms
Facility Use Application forms are available at the
left side of the hallway mailboxes. A form needs
to be completed for any groups planning to use
any part of the
building. You will
need to contact Bill
Hemminger,
Operations
Manager, to
reserve a room. The completed Facility Use
Application should be given to Mr. Hemminger or
dropped off at the church office. You can contact
Mr. Hemminger at
billhemminger@centurylink.net.

You can still use your special envelopes as they
show up in your packets. (If you’re concerned
about not having something to put in the
offering plate each week, we also have a supply
of papers that say, “I Give Electronically” that
you can use of you would like to, but it isn’t
necessary.)

You may choose to use your checking account,
savings account or credit card. You choose
whether you would like your offering to be
deducted weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly on the
first or the 15th of the month, and of course you
choose the amount you wish to contribute.
There is a very simple form to fill out in the
church office, and you can change your
contribution or account or frequency at any
time very easily.

Maintenance Report Forms
Maintenance Report Forms are found at the left
side of the hallway mailboxes. Please complete a
form if you notice any issues with the building or
grounds. Please return the
completed form to Bill
Hemminger, Operations
Manager.

Just stop by the church office and ask for the
authorization form for Simply Giving. If you have
any questions, Patti will be happy to answer
them for you.

Completed forms may be
placed in his mailbox in the
hallway or the office.

11

You Can Reach Us Electronically!!
Email Address:
churchoffice@stpaulcarlisle.org
pastorrobmoore@stpaulcarlisle.org

Toiletry Items Needs

Web Site
www.stpaulcarlisle.org

Ongoing donations of toiletry items are
needed for our Wednesday evening
community - toothbrushes, toothpaste,
soap, etc. These items are distributed once a
month.

Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/stpaulcarlisle
Twitter
www.twitter.com/stpaulcarlisle

Please bring donations to the designated
box in the Welcome Center.

If you would like the opportunity to serve as a worship assistant, the following is a list of those opportunities
and the person to contact:
Acolyte / Crucifer:

Cynthia Christenson

-

891-3814

Lector:

Karen Poe

-

919-7994

Wine Distribution Asst.:

Mary Ann Ernst

-

245-0879

Communion Cup Asst:
(cup pick up)

Lester Thumma

-

249-1140

Communion Helpers:
(cup washers)

Lisa Adams

-

249-3282

Ushers:

Steve McQuillen

-

385-4688

Greeters:

Larry & Avonne Clapsadl

-

737-3108

Altar Set-up & Linens:

Lisa Adams

-

249-3282

Altar Flower Delivery:

Miriam Kelly

-

243-2635

Welcome Desk Attendant:

Carol Woods

-

903-6019
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Persons of Contact for Ministries
Ministry:

Contact(s)

Telephone

Apartment Ministry
Bethany Guild
Carlisle Cares

Jimmie George
Barbara Woods
Pat Fry
Sheila Thesen
Doug Weirich
Sherman Hendrix
Sherman Hendrix
Betsy Rowe
John Kulik
Brian Nelson
Wes James
Diana Shughart
William Shearer
Esther Goodyear
Miriam Kelly
Pat Tack
Lester Thumma
Alice Walsh
Gladys Cashman
Nancy Miller
Holly Hoffman
Stephanie Douglas
Bob Wild
Lissy Weirich
Greg Guenther
Carolyn Cline

717-243-5463
717-386-3456
717-258-8550
717-713-6163
717-243-0400
717-432-8276
717-432-8276
717-241-6769
717-319-6002
717-486-4147
717-243-6105
717-580-8512
717-576-8101
717-243-5565
717-243-2635
717-486-7967
717-249-1140
717-243-2881
717-249-3439
717-534-2934
240-357-1709
717-249-7806
717-486-7693
717-243-0400
717-713-5863
717-249-3373

Digital Message Board
Endowment Fund
Funeral Greeters
Green Team
Memorial Fund
Mutual Ministry
Peanut Butter Eggs
Post –Prison Bible Study
Prayer Group
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Project Share
Quilters
Senior Saints
Stephen Ministry
WAY Mentoring Program
Website Team

Wedding Coordinator
Wednesday Night
Community Dinner
Women of the ELCA
 Circle 1

Barbara Woods
717-386-3456
Patti Kistler, President 717-486-7313
Judy Gross
717-243-4507
Kate Lemmon
717-249-8434
 Circle 2
Joyce James
717-243-6105
Miriam Kelly
717-243-2635
 Circle 3
Karen Poe
717-919-7994
Worship Assistant Schedule Patti Schuettler
717-243-2319
THE EPISTLE
Lorraine Moore
832-423-8646
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Email
rosaliergeorge@comcast.net
homeforlife@hotmail.com
srt3755@comcast.net
dweirich@pa.net
shermhend@comcast.net
shermhend@comcast.net
gramrowe8@gmail.com
joviku@aol.com
ringonelso4@embarqmail.com
wesjames98@yahoo.com
wshearer@homesale.com

dblt53@embarqmail.com
akwalsh@embarqmail.com
gladysj307@comcast.net
ncmci@verizon.net
hollymom@earthlink.net
Stephanie@pa.net
prwild@embarqmail.com
lweirich@pa.net
glguenther18@gmail.com
geline210@comcast.net
homeforlife@hotmail.com
kistler1128@earthlink.net
blemmon855@comcast.net
wesjames98@yahoo.com
poehait@aol.com
churchoffice@stpaulcarlisle.org
lorrainemoore116@gmail.com

Lead Pastor
The Rev. Robert Moore
717-243-2319, ext. 205
pastorrobmoore@stpaulcarlisle.org

Congregation Council Members
John Kulik
Council President
717-319-6002
joviku@aol.com

Diaconal Minister
Dr. Holly Hoffman
240-357-1709
hollymom@earthlink.net

Barbara Woods
717-386-3456
homeforlife@hotmail.com

Council Vice-President

Director of Music/Organist & Operations Manager
G. William Hemminger, III
717-243-3219
billhemminger@centurylink.net

Carol Woods
717-903-6019
bc_woods@comcast.net

Council Secretary

Young Adult Ministers
Greg & Laura Guenther
717-713-5863
glguentaher18@gmail.com

Sherman Hendrix
Current Account Treasurer
717-432-8276
shermhend@comcast.net

Youth and Family Minister
Moses Robson-Kavishe
717-585-8636
mosesrobson@yahoo.com

Joe Tomkiel
Benevolent Account Treasurer
717-440-3456
joetomkiel@comcast.net

Administrative Assistant
Patti Schuettler
717-243-2319, ext. 202
churchoffice@stpaulcarlisle.org

David Boyles
717-503-8023
belaz@aol.com

Building & Grounds
Donald Eppley
717-243-2319

Amanda James
Fellowship Committee Chair
717-961-0463
amandarjames@icloud.com

Missionary
The Rev. Chad and Natalie Rimmer
www.therimmers.org

Carl Gustafson
717-243-1876
swedefinn@aol.com

Presiding Bishop of the ELCA
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton

William Suchocki
717-805-2746
wsuhocki.william@aol.com

Bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod
The Rev. James S. Dunlop

Jackie Gusler
717-241-5325
gmg214@comcast.net

Social Ministry

Companion Synod
The Rev. Dr. Israel-Peter Mwakyolile
Konde Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Tanzania

Steve Lindberg
717-241-2623
lindbers@comcast.net

Stewardship

Mission Partner Congregation
Christ Lutheran Church, Harrisburg
The Rev. Jody Silliker
717-236-8382

Holly Cleck
717-243-8395
hcleck@gmail.com

St. Paul Web Site
www.stpaulcarlisle.org

Dana Shughart-Gelinas
717-776-6778
dshuggel@comcast.net

Christian Education

Finance Committee Chair

Property Committee

Witness & Outreach Chair

Worship & Music

Beth Leonard
Youth Representative
717-386-2470
bethleonard875@yahoo.com
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