September 2016

The Epistle
The Monthly Newsletter of Saint Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church, Carlisle, Pennsylvania

Yes, It’s Time!
We have been changing and growing and allowing the Spirit to move
through our congregation and to transform us. And now it’s time to grow in numbers and in spirit.
Starting September 11th, we are going to be exploring five different
practices of fruitful congregations. They include:






Radical Hospitality
Passionate Worship
Intentional Faith Development
Risk -Taking Mission and Service
Extravagant Generosity

Notice the “adjective” before each practice. It’s not just “hospitality,” it’s “RADICAL Hospitality.” It’s not just
“worship,” it’s PASSIONATE Worship.” It’s not just (and so on for the rest). Our council has already been
studying them. I will be preaching on the five practices, we will be exploring them in my adult Sunday school
class, and we have been talking about them in the Thursday afternoon Bible study. Look for more
information on our website.
So - would you like to be part of a congregation that is known for Radical Hospitality, Passionate Worship,
Intentional Faith Development Risk-Taking Mission and Service, and Extravagant Generosity? Then join us
on what will be a REMARKABLE JOURNEY!
+ Peace +

Pastor Rob
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT: For the time being, this will be the last “regular” edition of The Epistle.
Because we have a weekly newsletter (The Messenger), as well as a very active web site
(www.stpaulcarlisle.org) and Facebook page, the monthly newsletter has become redundant. We WILL
continue to make copies of the monthly volunteers (at the end of the newsletter) each month; however, we
will no longer be publishing a full monthly newsletter. Check out The Messenger for all the latest news at
Saint Paul.
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Sunday School Classes - 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.
Sunday Morning Adult Class with Pastor Rob in Stock Hall
As described on the first page, Pastor Rob’s class will be discussing the Five Practices of Faithful Congregation:
Radical Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Intentional Faith Development, Risk -Taking Mission and Service,
and Extravagant Generosity. So come join us (starting September 11th) as we explore the wonderful ways
that God is calling us.

The Adult Hot Topics Class in Room 201
The next few weeks studies will include Encouragement, How to Deal With Hurt, and God
told Me Everything Will be Ok. Class meets Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. in Room 201.

The Augsburg Adult Class in Room 204
The Augsburg adult class continues to meet and explore the different books of the Bible and how they
influence and interact in our lives. This quarter the class is studying “God, the Holy Spirit” and the different
books of the Bible that speak about the Holy Spirit.

Children’s Sunday School in Room 213
Sunday School for ages 2 to Grade 5, We welcome everyone to join us for a “Deep Blue” Adventure with the
Bible! Contact Lindsay Hough at musserhough@gmail.com or 717-448-6525 if you have any questions.

Mid-Week Bible Studies
Tuesday Post-Prison Bible Study - 6:30 p.m.
The Post-Prison Ministry Bible Study meets in Room 211 (across from the Nursery) every Tuesday evening at
6:30 p.m.

Thursday Mid-Week Bible Study - 1:00 p.m.
Pastor Rob leads a mid-week Bible Study on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in Room 201. For the next month we will
be looking at the Five Practices of Faithful Congregation: Radical Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Intentional
Faith Development, Risk -Taking Mission and Service, and Extravagant Generosity.

2

The Diaconal Minister’s Update
I thought that it would be fun to give you highlights of the 2016 Churchwide Assembly
(CWA) by telling you my favorite “spiritual insights” from my week there.
My first “favorite” was the sermon by Rev. James Philips, who “called out” the gathered
assembly on their “lack of expectations.” Using the analogy of the women on Easter
Sunday approaching the tomb, he spoke about how, when you have low or no
expectations, you are dealing with something that has died. We are people of the
Resurrection ... we should react as Mary, Mary, and Salome did on Easter morning and run from the
graveyard, maybe afraid, but with amazing new expectations! When you think of church as a building with
defined walls and think of success as bodies in pews, that’s “Graveyard talk.” When you start to see the
whole community, maybe whole town or state as your “church,” and when you stop being confined and
defined by church walls, you have moved to Resurrection thinking. When you stop using attendance
statistics as a measure of success and focus on who you are engaging with the Gospel … who you are serving
and showing Jesus to, you have shifted to resurrection thinking. See his whole wonderful sermon at https://
www.youtube.com/embed/3-MiQ7pkkSI .
Bishop Eaton brought tears to my eyes when she told the story of a pastor in New York City who, on Sept. 11,
2001, as he heard news of the first tower being struck, drove to the closest firehouse and offered to anoint
first responders with oil before they left the station. People who survived the attacks recall how the only
thing they could see in the dust and smoke was the gleaming crosses on the foreheads of these brave
rescuers. Although she didn’t say it, my thoughts went immediately to “the light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness did not overcome it.” (John 1:5)

Some parts of CWA were just plain fun. In that category, I had the privilege of hearing Nobel Prize-winning
peacemaker Leymah Gbowee from Liberia speak on her experiences as a life-long Lutheran and speaking
truth to power. She spoke of sacrifices but also of a firm faith in the fact that “God’s got [her] back.” She
advised us to “Make good trouble,” which I think is the Liberian equivalent of “Sin boldly.” :)
And finally, in her closing remarks, Presiding Bishop Eaton made the profound comment: “This is not a dying
church, it’s a changing church.” As I contemplated those words, I think she’s right. What is dying is a way of
“doing church” that no longer works in a world that is constantly and globally connected via the internet.
The consequences of the actions we take ... and the people that we either attract or disinterest ... are no
longer limited to those in our own towns or neighborhoods. We now have the ability to proclaim the gospel
in new and wide-reaching ways. We also face a changing American demographic, where “white European
ancestry” will soon fall into the minority. Like it or not, we need to take urgent action to be more inclusive of
those who don’t look, speak or behave in the same way as we do. We have to reach out to them and figure
out how to genuinely love them.
And isn’t that what the Good News is all about?

Holly Hoffman, Diaconal Minister
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Carlisle Area Religious Council (CARC) is sponsoring “Prayer in the Park,” a series of events for the
community, regardless of faith, to offer prayers for their common needs and concerns.
“Prayer in the Park” grew out of a comment at the 2015 National World Day of Prayer on the Square as to
why there was only one time a year for individuals of various faiths to come together in prayer. A committee
was established under CARC to devise a way to offer more opportunities for community prayer events. The
parks in Carlisle provided a perfect backdrop for such events. The “Prayer in the Park” events will also
include praise through scripture and song and each individual event will be unique. We hope you will join us
for blessing and inspiration.
The next gathering is:
September 20, 2016, 6:00 p.m.- Sponsored by Saint Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church at Biddle Mission Park
or at Saint Paul Lutheran Church in case of inclement weather.
Pease bring a lawn chair. For more detailed information, including park and church addresses, see the flyer
on the bulletin board across from your mailboxes or contact Gale du Pont at ergogale@comcast.net

We strive to be our best by:
 Growing spiritually as disciples of Jesus.
 Welcoming and accepting people where
they are.
 Giving generously to be a part of God’s work.
 Caring genuinely for one another with the
love of Christ.
 Serving joyfully as Jesus’ hands and feet in
the world.
 Inviting others to join with us in the body of
Christ.
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Block Party Book Drive! Read All About It!
Do you have any unread books sitting at home collecting dust or taking up space? Do you have a stack of
read books that you aren’t sure what to do with them? If so, there is a book drive taking place in the
Welcome Center for the Church’s annual Block Party.
New or gently used paper back books for all ages are being collected, and will be handed out to the
community during the Block Party on September 11th. All you have to do is bring the books into the
Welcome Center and place them in the box labeled, “Block Party Book Drive Donations.”
If you have any questions about this book drive, please contact Jamie Hafner at jhafner2246@gmail.com .
Thank you so much, and we hope to see you at the Block Party!

Thank You to the Congregation at St. Paul
I don’t know if you are aware that there are angels among you. There are the ones who bring communion to
and come to visit the shut-ins and residents in nursing homes. But also there are a select few who volunteer
at nursing homes to go with residents on shopping trips (they push wheelchairs and reach items on shelves
for residents.) Without them, those trips would not be possible. They visit on “bingo days” and help those
with hearing and coordination problems play bingo.
These may seem like small things but they are really generous gifts of time. Bless all of you who choose to
do these things.
If you have never given it a thought, please consider being an “angel” and come see us and offer your time.
Thanks to all of you!
Diane Harper
Member of Saint Paul and Resident of Forest Park Health Center
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Congregational Council Report
You may read the committee reports in the church office.
Please do not hesitate to ask to read them.
 The Congregation Council watched a video on Passionate
Worship and discussed last month’s video on Radical
Hospitality.
 Funds for replacing the ice machine were approved by the
Council.
 The construction work in the courtyard is almost
completed.
 More information was given to the Council regarding the
Mission Festival.
 The Mission Plan for 2017 was discussed.

Carlisle Parks and Recreation is currently in need of volunteers who are
interested in working with kids. During the Carlisle School District academic
year, we hold an After School Program at the Stuart Community Center.
Our program runs on Mondays and Wednesdays from 2:45 p.m. to 4:45
p.m. and it allows the kids the opportunity to run around in the gym, play
basketball or any game they want, and the ability to just hang out with
friends after school. The kids ages range from 1st graders to 9th graders
and come from all the local school in the area.
We are looking to gain as many volunteers as we can to be able to continue
this amazing program for the kids. Typically, we schedule 2 volunteers to work a day, but sometimes we
have 3 depending on how many kids we think we are going to have. In determining which volunteers are
going to work, our office creates monthly schedules for all the volunteers to see which day they are going to
work depending on which days the volunteers are able to work. In the monthly calendar that is created the
dates are marked when the program won’t run due to Carlisle School District not being open. The program
also won’t run if the schools have to close due to inclement weather.
If anyone is interested in helping our After School Program run and be successful again this year, please feel
free to stop over at the Stuart Community Center located on 415 Franklin Street. At the office we have forms
that we would need any volunteer to fill out along with information on which clearances we would need. For
further information please feel free to call 717-243-3318 or email at parksandrec@carlislepa.org.
Thank you for your time and have a great day,
Maura Wilkerson
Recreation Assistant
Carlisle Parks and Recreation
415 Franklin Street
Carlisle, PA 17013
(717)240-6953 main line
(717)243-3126 fax line
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Spaghetti Dinner
It’s time to roll down the windows and play some music for another Saint Paul
Special Event: Spaghetti Fundraiser Dinner – Saturday, September 17, 4:30
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Ticket Prices: $7.00 adults, $5.00 children 5-10, (under age 5
eat free). Tickets are also on sale at www. stpaulcarlisle.org.
Menu: Beef, Turkey and Vegetarian Options of Spaghetti, Salad, Garlic Bread or Bruschetta, Assorted Desserts
and Italian Ice, and Choice of Beverage. Alcohol Removed Wine and Root Beer are offered for an Additional
Fee.
BOLD Youth will begin their fundraising for 2018 Youth Gathering now. Moses has forecasted a need for
$30,000 to make the trip to Houston, which will surely be another once-in-a-lifetime experience for our
youth. It will also take a lot of effort for both youth and parents to raise the funds.
Come and enjoy a dinner with family and friends and get served by our BOLD Youth! Tickets will go on sale
August 28th during Sunday School Hour and regular office hours.
For more information on this fundraiser, please contact Rachel Hoch or Heidi Kaufman.

Fine Arts at First
The MENDELSSOHN PIANO TRIO will open the 2016-2017 Fine Arts at First Concert Series at First Lutheran
Church, 21 S. Bedford St., Carlisle on Sunday, September 18 at 3:00 p.m. featuring works by Schubert, Turina,
Bloch, and Chopin.
Serving as Ensemble-in-Residence at Messiah College as well as the Embassy Concert
Series in Washington, D.C., the Mendelssohn Piano Trio has performed over 500
concerts in the US, Europe, and Asia and has recorded 15 CDs.
Violinist Peter Sirotin, a native of Ukraine, is concertmaster of the Harrisburg Symphony
Orchestra and artistic director of Market Square Concerts.
Fiona Thompson, from England, is principal cellist of the Harrisburg Symphony.
Pianist Ya-Ting Chang, from Taiwan, serves as executive director of Market Square
Concerts.
Admission is free. A freewill offering will be received, and a reception will follow the
performance. For more information, contact the church, 717-249-3310, or visit
www.firstlutherancarlisle.org
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After a fun filled Summer, the Cub Scouts are starting a brand new year!
Over the past 3 months we:





jumped our hearts out at Skyzone
bowled lots of strikes at Trindle Bowl
went to several drive-in movies
went to camp

What did you do this Summer?
This month we will resume our weekly den meetings. You can find us in
almost every room downstairs at Saint Paul on Thursday nights. We currently have 22 families in our pack
but we have room left for yours!
Registration night is Thursday, September 8, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., downstairs at Saint Paul Lutheran
Church. If you know any boys in first through fifth grades, we would love to have them join our pack!
For more information, please contact Stephanie Ollestad (422-2501).

Swimming, climbing, engineering, robotics … these were
just a few of the 45 merit badges that were earned by our
scouts during our summer camp experience. In July 3
adults and 12 scouts spent a week at Camp Mountain Run
in Penfielfd, PA. We also had one scout earn his faith
badge and two participate in the first year scout program
that helps them along the advancement trail. In August we
went to Hidden Valley for a campout focusing on merit
badges. This was a weekend event and the boys worked on fishing, disability awareness, Indian lore, cooking
and several others.
We’ve been working on ranks and merit badges most of the summer and will soon start turning on the
service hours as we look forward to helping with the flag retirement ceremony, removing the flags from the
cemetery, the Halloween parade, and Trick or Treat for UNICEF. Many of you have brought flags in to be
retired. Please feel free to bring them in and place them in the box in the Welcome Center.
Our scouts will also be doing some fundraising including working our car show lots and our annual popcorn
sales. If you would like to purchase popcorn please see the form on the welcome center desk. This year we
have also added a nut option to our fall fundraiser. They make great gifts for the upcoming holidays so
please consider purchasing some soon.
Scouting is open to all boys ages 7 to 17. We would love to have you join us and challenge yourself and learn
to build yourself while giving back to others. We always need adults who can share their talents with our
Scouts as merit badge counselors, leaders, or committee members. We are currently in need of an Eagle
Scout Coach. This person would help look over a scout’s Eagle project to make sure everything is in
workable shape. If you are interested in helping with this please speak to Tammy Jones. We encourage you
join us on the scouting adventure and see where you can grow. If you have questions or are interested in
joining reach out to either Stephanie Ollestad (422-2501) or Tammy Jones (240-0611).
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If you are not a member of a circle and would like to try one, we would love to have you come to one of our
meetings. For more information, you can contact our president or one of the leaders (they are listed on the
Persons of Contact for Ministries page in the back of the Epistle).


The Women of the ELCA Board will meet on Wednesday, September 14, at 10:00 a.m. in the Parlor.



Circle 1 will meet on Monday, September 12, at 9:30 a.m. in the Welcome Center. Hostesses will be
Janey Lundy and Joanne Hockenberry. Janet Doherty will lead the lesson.



Circle 2 will meet on Thursday, September 8, at 1:30 p.m. at the home of Joyce James, 201 Shatto Dr.
Margie Thumma will lead the lesson.



Circle 3 met on Thursday, September 1, at 7:00 p.m. in the parlor. Lissy Weirich will lead the lesson.

MAN TALK
The Men of Saint Paul meet at 8:00 a.m. every second
Saturday of the month at the Walnut Bottom Diner, 936
Walnut Bottom Road, Carlisle. Meetings are informal and we
talk about topics ranging from sports to gardening to Carlisle’s
home rule. No reservations required. The next meeting is on
Saturday, September 10, 2016.
Contact Joe Tomkiel at 717-440-3456 or
joetomkiel@gmail.com for more information.
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P&L is short for Profit and Loss
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Facility Use Application Forms
Facility Use Application forms are available at the
left side of the hallway mailboxes. A form needs
to be completed for any groups planning to use
any part of the building. You will need to contact
Bill Hemminger, Operations Manager, to reserve
a room. The completed Facility Use Application
should be given to Mr. Hemminger or dropped
off at the church office. You can contact Mr.
Hemminger at billhemminger@centurylink.net.

Do you want a quick and easy solution to the
problem of remembering to write a check every
week consistently for your offerings even if you
can’t make it to church? The answer is the
Simply Giving Program of electronic funds

transfer, endorsed by Thrivent Federal Credit
Union. This is a great way of insuring that the
weekly offerings are more consistent year-round,
no matter what season it is, and no more writing
checks every week.
You can still use your special envelopes as they
show up in your packets. (If you’re concerned
about not having something to put in the
offering plate each week, we also have a supply
of papers that say, “I Give Electronically” that you
can use of you would like to, but it isn’t
necessary.)
You may choose to use your checking account,
savings account or credit card. You choose
whether you would like your offering to be

Maintenance Report Forms

deducted weekly, bi-weekly, or monthly on the
first or the 15th of the month, and of course you
choose the amount you wish to contribute. There
is a very simple form to fill out in the church
office, and you can change your

Maintenance Report Forms are found at the left
side of the hallway mailboxes. Please complete a
form if you notice any issues with the building or
grounds. Please return the
completed form to Bill
Hemminger, Operations
Manager.

contribution or account or frequency at any time
very easily.
Just stop by the church office and ask for the
authorization form for Simply Giving. If you have
any questions, Patti will be happy to answer them
for you.

Completed forms may be
placed in his mailbox in the
hallway or the office.
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You Can Reach Us Electronically!!
Email Address:
churchoffice@stpaulcarlisle.org
pastorrobmoore@stpaulcarlisle.org

Toiletry Items Needs

Web Site
www.stpaulcarlisle.org

Ongoing donations of toiletry items are
needed for our Wednesday evening
community - toothbrushes, toothpaste,
soap, etc. These items are distributed once a
month.

Facebook Page
www.facebook.com/stpaulcarlisle
Twitter

www.twitter.com/stpaulcarlisle

Please bring donations to the designated
box in the Welcome Center.

If you would like the opportunity to serve as a worship assistant, the following is a list of those opportunities
and the person to contact:
Acolyte / Crucifer:

Cynthia Christenson

-

891-3814

Lector:

Karen Poe

-

919-7994

Wine Distribution Asst.&
Assisting Ministers:

Mary Ann Ernst

-

245-0879

Communion Cup Asst:
(cup pick up)

Lester Thumma

-

249-1140

Communion Helpers:
(cup washers)

Lisa Adams

-

249-3282

Ushers:

Steve McQuillen

-

385-4688

Greeters:

Larry & Avonne Clapsadl

-

737-3108

Altar Set-up & Linens:

Lisa Adams

-

249-3282

Altar Flower Delivery:

Miriam Kelly

-

243-2635
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Persons of Contact for Ministries
Ministry:

Contact(s)

Telephone

Apartment Ministry
Bethany Guild
Carlisle Cares

Jimmie George
Barbara Woods
Pat Fry
Sheila Thesen
Doug Weirich
Sherman Hendrix
Sherman Hendrix
Betsy Rowe
John Kulik
Brian Nelson
Wes James
Diana Shughart
William Shearer
Esther Goodyear
Miriam Kelly
Pat Tack
Lester Thumma
Alice Walsh
Nancy Miller
Holly Hoffman
Stephanie Douglas
Bob Wild
Lissy Weirich
Greg Guenther
Carolyn Cline

717-243-5463
717-386-3456
717-258-8550
717-713-6163
717-243-0400
717-432-8276
717-432-8276
717-241-6769
717-319-6002
717-486-4147
717-243-6105
717-580-8512
717-576-8101
717-243-5565
717-243-2635
717-486-7967
717-249-1140
717-243-2881
717-534-2934
240-357-1709
717-249-7806
717-486-7693
717-243-0400
717-713-5863
717-249-3373

Digital Message Board
Endowment Fund
Funeral Greeters
Green Team
Memorial Fund
Mutual Ministry
Peanut Butter Eggs
Post –Prison Bible Study
Prayer Group
Prayer Shawl Ministry
Project Share
Quilters
Stephen Ministry
WAY Mentoring Program
Website Team

Wedding Coordinator
Wednesday Night
Community Dinner
Women of the ELCA
 Circle 1

Barbara Woods
717-386-3456
Patti Kistler, President 717-486-7313
Judy Gross
717-243-4507
Kate Lemmon
717-249-8434
 Circle 2
Joyce James
717-243-6105
Miriam Kelly
717-243-2635
 Circle 3
Karen Poe
717-919-7994
Worship Assistant Schedule Patti Schuettler
717-243-2319
THE EPISTLE
Lorraine Moore
832-423-8646
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Email
rosaliergeorge@comcast.net
homeforlife@hotmail.com
srt3755@comcast.net
dweirich@pa.net
shermhend@comcast.net
shermhend@comcast.net
gramrowe8@gmail.com
joviku@aol.com
ringonelso4@embarqmail.com
wesjames98@yahoo.com
wshearer@homesale.com

dblt53@embarqmail.com
akwalsh@embarqmail.com
ncmci@verizon.net
hollymom@earthlink.net
Stephanie@pa.net
prwild@embarqmail.com
lweirich@pa.net
glguenther18@gmail.com
gcline210@comcast.net
homeforlife@hotmail.com
kistler1128@earthlink.net

blemmon855@comcast.net
wesjames98@yahoo.com
poehait@aol.com
churchoffice@stpaulcarlisle.org
lorrainemoore116@gmail.com

Lead Pastor
The Rev. Robert Moore
717-243-2319, ext. 205
pastorrobmoore@stpaulcarlisle.org

Congregation Council Members
Dave Boyles
717-503-8023
belaz@aol.com

Diaconal Minister
Dr. Holly Hoffman
240-357-1709
hollymom@earthlink.net

Barbara Woods
717-386-3456
homeforlife@hotmail.com

Director of Music/Organist & Operations Manager
G. William Hemminger, III
717-243-3219
billhemminger@centurylink.net

Carol Woods
717-903-6019
bc_woods@comcast.net

Young Adult Ministers
Greg & Laura Guenther
717-713-5863
glguentaher18@gmail.com

Sherman Hendrix
Current Account Treasurer
717-432-8276
shermhend@comcast.net

Youth and Family Minister
Moses Robson-Kavishe
717-585-8636
mosesrobson@yahoo.com

Joyce Hemminger
Benevolent Account Treasurer
717-422-3226
joycehem@gmail.com

Administrative Assistant
Patti Schuettler
717-243-2319, ext. 202
churchoffice@stpaulcarlisle.org

Heidi Kaufman
Fellowship Committee
717-961-9875
heidi.c.kaufman@gmail.com

Building & Grounds
Donald Eppley
717-243-2319

Don Thomas
717-249-6095
donaldthomas1@comcast.net

Finance Committee

Missionary
The Rev. Chad and Natalie Rimmer
www.therimmers.org

Barry Parks
717-243-7789
bmlparks@comcast.net

Property Committee

Presiding Bishop of the ELCA
The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton

Jody Haffner
Social Ministry Committee
717-350-5478
jjsbusymom@comcast.net

Bishop of the Lower Susquehanna Synod
The Rev. James S. Dunlop

Steve Lindberg
717-241-2623
lindbers@comcast.net

Companion Synod
The Rev. Dr. Israel-Peter Mwakyolile
Konde Diocese of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Tanzania

Pastor Rob Moore Witness & Outreach Committee
717-243-2319, ext. 205
pastorrobmoore@stpaulcarlisle.org

Mission Partner Congregation
Iwambi Lutheran Congregation,
Konde Diocese, Tanzania

Dana Gelinas
Worship & Music Committee
717-776-6778
dshuggel@comcast.net

Mission Partner Congregation
Christ Lutheran Church, Harrisburg
The Rev. Jody Silliker
717-236-8382
St. Paul Web Site
www.stpaulcarlisle.org
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Council President

Council Vice-President

Council Secretary

Stewardship Committee

