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Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
the desert sand and dust. She
could not bear to watch her
child, the only thing she had in
the world that she could cling to
and call her own. She could not
bear to watch Ishmael die, but
the child was hungry and thirsty;
death was inevitable. For days
she had tried, but the body can
only last so long when there is
no water or nourishment. Of
course, she was not too
concerned about herself – but
her Ishmael, what did he do to
deserve this? His whimpering
and cries just churned her
stomach with gut pain like she
had never known as she moaned
and groaned in ghastly agony.

What’s Your Story?
Hagar The Egyptian
By Rev. T. D. Clarke
There she was, in the middle
of nowhere, abused and
abandoned. Lips parched and
cracked; clothes worn and torn
from days of roaming in the
desert with nowhere to go.
Their one day’s food ration,
her husband had given her
before sending Hagar and her
child away, was finished. There
she was, no food, no water, no
hope, afflicted, used, abused,
and forgotten. She had lost all
hope in God’s promises to her.
Helplessly she placed her
young child under a shrub; a
bow shot away and turned her
tear-stained face mixed with

Suddenly, breaking through the
silence cutting through her
helpless tears and death rattle

St. Paul: BOLDLY SHARING GOD’S WORD AND
UNCONDITIONAL LOVE WITH ALL!
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She turned on me and decided
to put me in my place. I was so
badly treated; and so I decided
to me run away. I wanted to
go back to Egypt.

was a voice. In her emotional
state she could not quite
recognize the voice, but the
voice was soothing and
inviting; and the question that
she heard gave her an occasion
to tell her story. “Hagar” the
voice said, “what is troubling
you?” And Hagar began to tell
her story.

As I was running, I met my
Lord’s and my mistress’ God. I
called him El roi meaning “He
sees me.” You know, he saw
me. He saw my misery and my
pain; he saw all I had endured.
I who was nobody but a slave,
he saw me. It was this same
God that told me that I was
with child, “Behold, you are
pregnant.” He asked me:
“Where have you come from
and where are you going?” I
could say where I came from,
but not where I was going. Yes,
I wanted to go back to Egypt,
but what kind of life was I
going back to. I then realized
that I really did not have a
future. When I only had a past
and could not envision a
future, God promised me a
future. It was this God of my
Lord Abraham, who gave my
child the name, Ishmael “God
hears, - God has heard of my
afflictions.” This God that I
encountered was not like any
God I have known, because he
gives me a hope and a future

My life is kind of complex. As
you can tell from my dark skin,
I was born in Egypt. There in
Egypt, my Lord Abraham
purchased me as a slave. I
became a maidservant to his
wife Sarai. Although Sarai could
not have children, their God
had said to them that they
would have a child. One day,
my mistress explained to me
that I would become a second
wife to my Lord, and I would
have children for her. I was
happy because that meant I
would have a new status in the
house. No longer would I be a
slave, a nonentity. I was young
and foolish then. I took pride in
my new role, and for once I
began to function as a second
wife, being a part of the family
but that did not sit well with
my mistress, I was out of place.
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socially marginalized woman,
her most intimate
relationship, it turns out, is
with God.”

and said to me, “return and
submit” (Gen 16ff). He sent me
back to my Lord’s house, only
this time my role was reversed. I
was empowered, because I
knew that their God sees and
hears me.

Did God sanction the plight of
Hagar, or could God be saying
through this biblical story that
each of us has a role in this
universal story that begins
with the particular? How does
Hagar, the Egyptian
wandering in the wilderness,
parallel with Israel’s
wandering in the desert from
Egypt. What might God be
saying through this reversal?
What does this have to say
about the abuse of power
when it marginalizes others
and the gifts of freedom that
gush forth in the wilderness of
oppression? Paul further
complicates this story with his
allegory in Galatians 4, what
are we to make of him
associating Hagar negatively
with the law and Sarah
positively with the promise?
Something to ponder and
wonder. What say you?

I am the first African woman
mentioned in Genesis. Despite
my status I am one of four
people to hear the covenant
directly from God and I received
the first full birth annunciation.
However, when I returned to my
master’s house and gave birth
to my son, Ishmael, things got
worse. My mistress gave birth to
Isaac who is also a child of
promise, and my life became
complicated. Now here I am, me
and my child are about to die in
this wilderness. Then I heard the
voice say, Hagar neither you nor
your child will die. “I have heard
the child where he is. I will make
him into a great nation.” God
reiterated his promise to Hagar
and opened Hagar’s eyes to see
a well of water.
“When Hagar is removed
physically from those who
control every aspect of her life,
a personal identity and
relationship materializes. As a
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Altar Flowers for 2022

Justice House of Hope, Inc., a
non-profit organization that
strives to raise awareness of and
intervene in the exploitation of
youth labor and sex trafficking
victims in PA, is in need of
sleeping bags and tents. If you
have any you would like to
donate, please contact Justice
Maddox at
justice@justicehouseofhope.org
or 717-208-4428.

2022 Altar flower dates are
available for orders now as
follows:
February: 27
March: 27
May: 22, 29
June: 5, 19
July: 24, 31
August: 28
October: 2, 9, 16

Stewardship Snippet
Feb. 13, 2022 (6thSunday after the Epiphany)
Luke 6:20 –Then Jesus looked up at his disciples and said: "Blessed
are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.”
Why are the poor “blessed” and entranced into the kingdom of
God? Emphasizing how wealth can be an obstacle to discipleship,
Luke’s gospel challenges us to rethink our relationship to money.
What does this passage say to you?
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church family news
Member
Updates and

Merle Warner is at home
receiving therapy.

Information

Barry Gibb is at Encompass
Rehab in Mechanicsburg, 175
Lancaster Blvd., Mechanicsburg,
17055. He has requested no
visitors at this time.

As of Thursday, Feb. 10, 2022

Harry Schuettler is scheduled for
a procedure at UPMC Carlisle on
Tuesday, Feb. 15.
Patti Schuettler continues to
recover and is the primary care
giver for her dad.

We continue to pray for all our
St. Paul members and their
families, especially those who
may suffer from illness and
disease.

Nancy Miller continues in
Claremont Nursing &
Rehabilitation, C wing, room 95.
Carol Woods has returned
home.
Dave Boyles is at ProMedica
Skilled Nursing & Rehab in room
130.

Council Meeting Dates
Meetings are in-person in
room #203

Scott & Debbie Keller in need of
prayer.
Curtis Wann is at Claremont,
room 102.
Ed Shellehamer is in Green
Ridge, 210 Big Spring Rd.,
Newville, 17241 for
rehabilitation in the physical
therapy unit.
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Finance Mtg.:

3/8

4:00 p.m.

Exec. Comm.:

3/8

5:00 p.m.

Cong. Council :

3/10

6:30 p.m.

Tapology Get
Togethers!
Both St. Paul
and St. Stephen
are gathering for
Tapology again
on the first Sunday each month at
5:00 p.m.
We will meet next on
March 6, 2022

Wine Pourers
February 13
8:00 a.m.: Lissy Weirich
Anna McPherson
10:15 a.m.: Lisa Betts
Emily Miller

We will be in the beer garden at
Desperate Times Brewery, 1202
Spring Rd., Carlisle 17013.

Crucifer / Acolyte
February 13
8:00 a.m.: Zoe & Piper
Bowermaster
10:15 a.m.: Lisa Betts

MEN’S BREAKFAST

To All Men of St. Paul
We meet at the Walnut
Bottom Diner, 936 Walnut
Bottom Rd., Carlisle at 8:00
a.m. on the second Saturday of
every month.
The next meeting is March 12.
If you can make it, please give
me a call at 717-440-3456 or
email me at
joetomkiel@gmail.com.
Hope to see you soon.

Lectors Scheduled
February 13
8:00 a.m.: Steve Lindberg
10:15 a.m.: Karen Bell
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Altar flowers this weekend are
given for the greater glory of
God by Sally Arbegast.

Altar Set-Up Schedule
February 13
8:00 a.m.
Set Up & Reset:
Dave & Holly Cleck
10:15 a.m. Take Down:
Wes & Joyce James
Linens:

Attendance for Last Week

Diana Shughart

Assisting Ministers
February 12
Saturday 5:00 p.m.:
Lissy Weirich

February 13
Sunday 8:00 a.m.:
Steve Lindberg
Sunday 10:15 a.m.:
Joe Tomkiel
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Feb 2 ,

7:30 a.m.

Feb. 5,

5:00 p.m.:

Feb. 6,

8:00 a.m.:

33

10:15 a.m.:

41

Congregation Council
Members-2022
President:

Dana
Shughart-Gelinas

Vice-Pres:

Barbara Woods

Secretary:

Kathy Hartline

Current Acct.
Treasurer:

Contact Information for Pastor
and Staff

Michael Good

Pastor Titus:
pastortitusclarke@stpaulcarlisle.
org
717-243-2319 ext: 205 or
Cell 717-601-9977

Benevolent Acct.
Treasurer:
Janet Doherty
Fellowship:
Chris. Ed.:

Kathy Kramer

Jungwha Kim:
jkim8019@gmail.com
570-560-3627

Virginia Giordano

Property: Virginia Peterman
Visitation &
Caring:

Moses Kavishe: (part-time)
mr.moseskavishe@gmail.com
717-585-8636

Holly Cleck

Administrative Assistant
churchoffice@stpaulcarlisle.org
717-243-2319 ext: 202

Stewardship: Rosemary Backer
Worship & Music:
Youth:

August Wildermuth

Non-Council Finance Committee
Chair:

Dave Cleck
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Forest Park
Healthcare & Rehabilitation
Forest Park is looking for
community based volunteers to
assist in their service to the
residents.

The Task Force here in Carlisle
that is working on refugee
resettlement is seeking
drivers to transport
individuals from the MainStay
Suites located at 1405
Dennison Circle, to the
Employment Skills Center
located at 29 S. Hanover
Street for English as a second
language classes. Classes are
held Tuesday and Thursday
mornings, 9:30 to 11:45 and
follow the Carlisle Area School
District schedule. In addition
to several who are already
enrolled, there will be 3 more
folks beginning class next
week and the skills center is
trying to enroll another 3 who
are interested. If you commit
to a specific day, you must be
willing to do this on a regular
basis. For more information
or to volunteer, contact
Pastor Mira Hewlett at
mhewlett@carlislepaumc.org.

They are looking for individuals
to provide assistance in the
Activity Department to assist
residents with playing games,
transporting residents to and
from activities, and in some
cases simply talking with a
resident who is lonely.
If you have questions or you
would like to volunteer, please
contact Joni J. Behrendt by
phone at 717-960-7700 or email
joni.behrendt@guardianhc.com.

Pastoral Emergencies
If you have an emergency,
please contact the Pastor either
at the church office, 717-2432319 and press 3 for
emergencies or contact him
directly at 717-601-9977.
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Since we as a congregation have
worked so hard to make this
gathering possible, we are now
exploring whether there is a
pathway to an alternate youth
experience this summer. We will
gladly take feedback from the
synod and our congregational
members and we will schedule a
time to hear our youth, young
adults, and parents this coming
Sunday. Please support us in
prayer as we move forward in
support of our youth.

An Update from ELCA
Regarding Youth Gathering
We received an email from
ELCA on February 1, informing
us that they had “made the
difficult decision to cancel the
2022 Gathering, MYLE and the
tAble due to the ongoing
pandemic, the recent COVID19 surge and public health
considerations.” ELCA also
stated that they remain
committed to youth and young
adults and they will announce
this coming summer a location
for the 2024 Gathering.

Looking Ahead:
February 27, Afternoon ice
skating and snack time. Stay
tuned for event details.

This update, honestly, was not
completely surprising but still
very disappointing. We had
hoped to be at a safer place in
the evolution of the pandemic
by now, and maybe we will be
by this summer. However,
ELCA had reached a critical
decision point at this time and
they had to make a decision
based on current national
health data.
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Sunday 9:30 a.m.
Children & Augsburg Adult Class

ALiVE - Spring 2022
ALiVE is the annual synod
middle-school fall retreat. To
make up for a canceled fall
2021 event, the synod will offer
ALiVE for all 5th thru 8th
graders and adult advisors at
Camp Nawakwa this spring,
April 22-24, 2022. This
retreat includes large group
gatherings with singing led by
the ALiVE Alumni Band, themecentered videos and stories,
and games, interspersed with
small group gatherings, where
youth gather with peers and a
small group leader, to converse
about the theme and its impact
in their lives of faith. If you or
your middle-school youth are
interested, please email Heidi
Kaufman at
heidi.c.kaufman@gmail.com to
get updates about registration.

Tuesday (Praise Band): 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday (We Care): 6:00
p.m.
Wednesday New Bible Study:
1:00 –2:00 p.m.

Thursday (Pastor’s Class): 1:002:00 p.m.

Prayer
Shawls
We have an abundance of
blessed prayer shawls (located
beside the Welcome Desk). If
anyone knows of someone that
is in need of God’s comfort,
please consider giving one of
these lovely hand-made shawls
to them. Please sign the
notebook so that we know who
has received one. Thank you.
Pat Auckerman.

Faith Formation Classes
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LET US KNOW YOU’RE HERE!
When you join us online for a
worship service, we would like
to know who is with us,
especially if you are a visitor.

Birthdays
Kimberly Auchey
Beulah Baer
Kurt Baer
Jacob Brenner
Megan Frantz
Boyd Gibb
Greta Glotfelty
Judy Gross
Sean Jones
Heidi Kaufman
Moses Kavishe
Tripp Kireta
Helga Krug
Barbara Kulik
Mary Lou McCarty
Emily McDonald
Edna McKillip
Lindsay Porter
Faith Shevlin
Hans Shriner
Chase Stouffer
Stephanie Tomkiel
Christina Wargo

We welcome your comments
with a “Good morning my name
is_________” or an observation
about the service and a
goodbye.
Contact us on our Facebook site
or Website if you would like to.
Please note that the streamed
service is now at 8:00 a.m. If
you would rather watch it at a
later hour, you should be able
to do that at about 12 noon.
Observing the number of
“views” tells us only how many
watched the service, but
comments tell us who those
people are. Seeing 60 views but
receiving only 20 comments
means that many viewers go
unacknowledged either as
visitors or as members.

Anniversaries List

A comment serves the same
purpose as filling out a card for
in-person worship. Continued
comments through the service

Shirley & Barry Gibb
Charlyn & Thomas Larson
Edna & Ronald McKillip
Diane & Thomas Seibert
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show your engagement and
support.

The Giving Tree
The Giving Tree continues offering
many different items that are
needed in the community. This
project has been so well received
in the community that
we decided to continue it.

Please, at the very least,
comment with a greeting when
you “arrive!”

Suggested items include: small
umbrellas, rain ponchos, sweaters,
windbreakers, mittens/gloves,
socks, caps, lip balm, nail clippers
and files, tissues, handkerchiefs,
snacks, can openers, health
supplies, feminine hygiene
supplies, notepads, pens & pencils.

“Giving Tree” Update

Please bring your gifts to the front
office of the church and place
them in the container labeled,
“Giving Tree Gifts.” One of the
members from the WE CARE team
will bag, label and hang donated
gifts on a regular basis. In the
event that you prefer to hang your
own gifts in the tree, please
remember to bag in durable
zipper bags and label each bag
using colorfast pen with the
content and size, if applicable. If
you have any questions about WE
CARE or this ministry, please
contact Heidi Kaufman at
Heidi.c.kaufman@gmail.com
or 717-961-9875.

Several of us can testify, there is
a real need for support in our
community. We often witness
items being taken off the Giving
Tree just as quickly as we hang
them up, particularly during the
cold season.
Since Thanksgiving, we have
hung up more than 475 items,
and nearly 50% of those items
were cold weather essentials
such as socks, gloves, hats, and
warm scarfs.
Please know, the We Care
ministry is grateful for your
support in keeping the tree
giving this season.
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Make Offerings EASY Online
It is encouraging to see both
new and familiar faces at our
worship services. Throughout
the year, many of you already
support the congregation with
your time, talents and
financial contributions. But
greater participation is always
welcome.

List of Contact Information For
Tech Isolated Members
Those of us with computers and
phones sometimes take for
granted the ability to email or
text each other, access the
Sunday service and daily
devotionals and otherwise stay
connected to our St. Paul friends.
People who are in nursing
homes, homebound, or simply
don’t have access to email may
feel isolated from our
congregation now. A card, note,
or phone call from you
can help them feel connected
and let them know they are not
forgotten.

Your own bank has bill payer
options that you can set up
very easily for your donations
from your bank account,
credit card or debit cards. We
encourage you to consider our
electronic giving program.
There is no extra cost involved
and it takes just a few
minutes to set up a recurring
giving plan. You can contact
the office for more
information.

You might also want to mail
them the Messenger or Sunday
bulletin with a note. It is not only
the job of the Pastoral staff or
visitation team, but a loving
ministry we can all enjoy to stay
connected during this time.

To learn more, visit the church
website, stpaulcarlisle.org, to
locate the donation link.
There you will also find the
link for donating by text.
We thank you for supporting
our mission!

14

If you have any questions or
difficulty logging in to the Coffee
Hour, please call Heidi Kaufman
at (717) 961-9875 for assistance.
Rosemary Backer and Heidi will
jointly host the Zoom Coffee
Time.

Information about
Coffee Time
1st and 3rd Sundays in the
Welcome Center
The Fellowship team will offer
coffee and other light
refreshments between services
in the Welcome Center on the
1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays of the
month, from 9:15 to 9:45. This
is an opportunity for members
to reconnect and get to know
each other.

Keeping in Touch
During this time when we are not
able to visit with our friends,
relatives, or our fellow members
of St. Paul, wouldn’t it be really
thoughtful to send them a cheery
note. There are packages of note
cards, designed by a member of
our very own congregation,
available for sale on the “cart” in
the Welcome Center. Please
stop by and see what’s available.

2nd and 4th Sundays of the
month Zoom Coffee Hour
Please join us for a Coffee Hour
by Zoom or telephone Sunday
mornings at 10:45. See and talk
to your St. Paul family at
home! The link is here or you
can call in using this
number: (301) 715-8592 with
Passcode: 766463.
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Worship With Us at Home on
Facebook & YouTube
You may join us through live
streaming at 8:00 a.m. on
Facebook.
The internet address of our
Facebook site is: https://
www.facebook.com/
stpaulelcacarlisle/ or
on Our YouTube Channel:
StPaulcarlisle
There is also a link on our
Website.
Our live streamed worship is
at 8 a.m. or you can check at
about 12 noon for the
download from the 8 a.m.
service.

February Noisy Offering
Project SHARE
The Noisy offering for February
will benefit Project SHARE.
Noisy offering will be collected
this weekend , February 12 &
13. Gift will be received all
through the month of
February.
So please donate to Project
SHARE through the Noisy
Offering. Checks should be
made out to St. Paul as usual
with a note in the memo for
Project SHARE.
Thank you.

DAILY DEVOTIONS
can also be found on our
Facebook site each day
beginning at 6:00 a.m.

Office Notes

For more information please
contact Project SHARE, 5 N.
Orange St, Carlisle, PA 17013
Phone: 717-249-7773

Office hours are
Tuesday through Friday
from 9:00 a.m.— 3:00 p.m.
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Audio/Visual Team
QUILTING MINISTRY
Quilters meet in Stock Hall every
Tuesday from 8 a.m. until noon
from October through May. All
are welcome and NO experience
is necessary.

Join the excitement of the AV
Team. No experience needed.
With the advent of the
pandemic, cameras and
microphones have become an
integral and permanent part of
our worship experience.
Additional volunteers are needed
to make the audio visual magic
happen.

When the quilts are finished, they
are blessed and delivered to the
Lutheran World Relief Distribution
Center in New Windsor,
Maryland. On November 1, 100
quilts were delivered to LWR. The
quilts are then distributed
throughout the world where
needed. Quilts are given locally to
Project SHARE and Community
CARES.

Open to all ages. Existing AV
Team members range from 17 to
70+. If you can access Facebook
on your computer, you can learn
our AV system. We work in
teams of two. You will be paired
with experienced members and
will never work alone. One-onone training and a user guide are
also provided. All that is needed
is following the service closely
and pushing buttons.

We would like to thank everyone
for their donations of material
and yarn. It has been much
appreciated. At this time, though,
we cannot accept any more due
to lack of space.

Contact Moses Kavishe,
mr.moseskavishe@gmail.com or
717-585-8636.

If you are interested in joining and
helping in this important ministry,
please contact Pat Auckerman, at
717-602-4323 or Anna McPherson
at 717-440-2065.
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been installed on all buildings.
The new lighting has a dusk to
dawn sensor. Electrical systems
have been updated and included
dedicated circuits. New plumbing
and plumbing updates have been
completed in apartments 2, 3, 4.
Building 225, apartment 1 has
had updates to the bathroom.
So far, the Team has spent
$45,360 of a $50,000 grant from
the Partnership for Better Health.
All major purchases have been
made and the remainder is being
held in reserve for contingencies.
The plan for Winter is to continue
working on interior projects,
primarily the common hallway
and stairs in building 227.
When spring arrives work on the
exterior will resume. Professional
painters will be working on the
2nd and 3rd floor and roofline
repainting.
The bidding stage for the
renovations for building 221 will
begin soon. Holly Hoffman and
Barb Woods have met with the
architect, Jim Crum, to prepare
bids. The architect and engineer
have done a site visit.

Apartment Ministry/
RESURRECT Update
February 2022
The major focus for February has
been the renovation of 227 W.
Louther Apartment 1. The
kitchen and bathroom were
completely gutted and redone,
and every surface was repainted.
A huge thank you to Ron and
Ginny Peterman, Dave and Holly
Cleck, Foster Auckerman, Heidi
Kaufman, Barb Woods, Holly
Hoffman, and Bill Yufer (Carlisle
UMC) and four people from the
Habitat for Humanity Team for
all their hard volunteer work.
A 92-year-old tenant will be
moving to this newly renovated
apartment. She has recently
been discharged from the
hospital/rehab after a fall and
needs a first-floor apartment.
The Team is hoping to install a
ramp to make the apartment
more handicapped friendly.
Additionally, new lighting has
18

Here are some pictures of the
completed projects.
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Bible Readings for This Week—Feb. 13-20
Day

Old Testament

New Testament

Sunday

Jeremiah 17:5-10

Luke 6:17-26

Monday

2 Kings 24:18—25:21

1 Corinthians 15:20-34

Tuesday

Ezra 1:1-11

2 Corinthians 1:12-19

Wednesday Jeremiah 22:11-17

Luke 11:37-52

Thursday

Genesis 43:16-34

Romans 8:1-11

Friday

Genesis 44:1-17

1 John 2:12-17

Saturday

Genesis 44:18-34

Luke 12:57-59

Sunday

Genesis 45:3-11,15

Luke 6:27-38

WELCOME

In the Lower Susquehanna Synod of the ELCA, we feed the
hungry as we have been fed by Christ. We welcome with full
participation and inclusion all who are seeking God’s love and
grace. We welcome all because God welcomes all, regardless
of race or culture, sexual orientation, gender identity, or
relationship status. We welcome all without regard to
addictions, physical or mental health, imprisonment, socioeconomic circumstances or anything that too often divides us.
Our unity is in Jesus Christ.

20

